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Committed To Aviation
Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow

It’s important to have someone you can
count on when it comes to aviation fuel.

You can count on Eastern Aviation Fuels and the people that stand behind
the brand. With an aviation heritage already spanning nearly a century,
we take great pride in our commitment to the aviation industry. We are
continually renewing that commitment by delivering innovative products,
consistent quality, competitive pricing, dependable supply, and specialized
support programs all tailored to the business of aviation and its customers.

Yesterday, today and tomorrow, the aviation industry relies on Shell Aviation.

To discuss your aviation fuel supply needs please call Bill Kovac,
Midwest Regional Sales Manager at 262-902-8682 or visit
www.easternaviationfuels.com.

Distributor of
Shell Aviation products
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Dialogue
FAA & Industry Reform Needed!

by Dave Weiman

In this issue, contributing editor

Jim Hanson continues his series on

“Student Starts & Pilot Retention,”
and expands on why he thinks our
industry is not growing. He believes
that reforms are needed by the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) in
regards to aircraft categories, flight
training, pilot certification and medical
requirements (see page 50).

Especially take note of Jim’s discussion over the
maximum permissible weight of 1320 lbs for the Light
Sport Aircraft (LSA) category. If we as an industry are
serious about increasing our pilot numbers, we better get
serious about lobbying the Federal Aviation Administration
to place aircraft, such as the Cessna 150 and 152, within
the LSA category, so more people can train in — and buy —
these affordable aircraft as Sport Pilots.

There are those who believe that the weight limitation
for LSAs was set at 1320 1bs — not over concern for flight
safety — but rather to deliberately exclude the Cessna
150, 152 and other similar “used” aircraft from the LSA
category. The idea may have been to force flight schools

and newly certificated Sport Pilots to buy a “new”

airplane for $125,000 or more, instead of a used airplane
for $20,000. Forced to buy? T don’t think so. Most flight
schools do not even offer Sport Pilot training because they
do not have enough demand to justify putting a new LSA
on their flightline. Likewise, potential student pilots see the
price tag of a new LSA, and decide that learning to fly, then
buying a new airplane, is cost-prohibitive.

As the LSA rule currently exists, if aircraft ownership is
the goal of the student pilot, it is more affordable to bypass
the Sport Pilot Certificate and get a Private Pilot Certificate,
so the student can train in, then purchase upon completion
of training, a used aircraft. This obviously defeats the two-
tier approach in recruiting new pilots (first Sport Pilot, then
Private Pilot), but it does preserve the multi-tier approach
to aircraft ownership.

Very often a new private pilot gets into the aircraft market
by purchasing a relatively inexpensive, used aircraft, then
upgrades to a newer, larger or better-equipped aircraft over
time. Obviously, if the pilot certificate does not permit the
newly certificated pilot to fly and purchase a used aircraft for
the first time, the pilot will not be upgrading.

We welcome your feedback on this and all issues of
Midwest Flyer Magazine via email at Info@MidwestFlyer.
com. We also welcome your support and encourage you to
subscribe at www.MidwestFlyer.com.

Thank you! d

Aviation consultants

Specializing in airport development for 70 years

* Engineering
* Architecture
* Planning

* Air service consulting

* Environmental services

* Business and financial planning

Offices nationwide * meadhunt.com + 888-364-7272
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LETTERS

Dave:

Your comments on why students
do not complete their private pilot
training are, sadly, mostly correct.
There has always been a high dropout
rate of students, often just after solo,
or just after their first cross-country
flight. Perhaps the percentage of
drops is a little higher now than in
previous decades on account of more
complexities and ever-increasing
costs.

But to some degree, drops have
to be taken with a grain of salt. Some
people start lessons with no intention
of finishing...they just want some
“stick time” and perhaps enough
training to solo, or land safely if a
“real” pilot sitting next to them has a
medical emergency.

We as an industry have to do a
much better job of selling the joy and
practicality of flying to the general
public!

Pete Schoeninger
Hartland, Wisconsin

Academy

College
Since 1936

ZConveniently located
In Bloomington, MN
494 & 12™ Avenue

ZFinancial Aid
Available for those who qualify

@exible scheduling

Allowing you to work around
family and employment needs

Zs\mall class sizes

And a supportive atmosphere

Begin in your first quarter

ZGround school & Flight training ,

e < —
952-851-0066 or 651-ACADEMY

WWW.ACADEMYCOLLEGE.EDU
1101 E. 78th Street, Bloomington, MN 55420

Peggy & Dave:
Read the current issue online
and I'm more impressed with each
issue. The subject of each of the
stories is interesting. In reading the
major magazines these days, I get the
impression that I've read this before.
The bigger magazines seem boring to
me. So many of them are made up of
regular columnists who often leave
me with the feeling that they really
didn't know what to write about and
winged it.
The stories in Midwest Flyer
Magazine are interestingly written
and the photos are great. [ enjoyed
your story on the farmer who runs
a flight school. The ads are all good
looking too. And while most of the
major magazines are less than half the
size they used to be, Midwest Flyer
Magazine seems to be larger than
ever, and has more stuff in it. You're
doing a great job!
Jack Elliott
Aviation Journalist
Warren, New Jersey

Dave:

I have noticed that your website
keeps improving, month after
month. Keep up the great work and
contribution to the aviation industry. It
is very much appreciated.

P.S. Loved your latest (issue) on
pilot starts and finishes. This hits
home as our youngest (of 5 boys) had
his instructor move on just prior to my
son’s solo. After some encouraging
words (and having him read your
article), our son, Terry, soloed this
past Friday!

Ron A. Reister
West Salem, Wisconsin

EDITOR'S REPLY: Ron, that's great!
Congratulations to you and your son.
Just soloing is a great accomplishment,
but actually making the commitment
and getting one's pilot certificate will
reap benefits for a lifetime.

DW

LEerters Continvep ON PaGe 12

YOUR PATH
T0 SUCCESS
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Together we can \ :

Drive and Fly

In some ways it’s hard to believe that the
Sport Pilot certificate has been around
for more than five years. To be a Sport
Pilot, or a balloon or glider pilot for that
matter, you don’t need an FAA medical
certification. If you’re healthy enough to
drive a car, you’re healthy enough to fly.
Now AOPA and EAA have joined forces to
petition the FAA to expand that standard.

Our organizations are asking the FAA to
make the driver’s license medical available
to thousands more pilots, provided those pilots fly under certain conditions. I’ll get to
those conditions in a moment. First, let’s talk about why we think this can work.

In more than five years of pilots flying with so-called “driver’s license medicals” there
hasn’t been a single incident of pilot incapacitation for medical reasons. And think of
the savings! By not having to get a medical every couple of years, or more, depending
on your certificate, we estimate that pilots can save $241 million over ten years—and
the government can save $11 million in that same period.

Of course, a driver’s license medical wouldn’t be for everyone. You would be allowed
to use it if you hold a private, commercial, or even ATP certificate as long as you

meet the rest of the requirements. To take part, you’d need to participate in online
training, including recurrent training, about aeromedical factors. And you could only
fly for recreation, not in furtherance of a business. You’d be limited to carrying a single
passenger in a single-engine fixed-wing aircraft with no more than four seats and 180-
hp. You could only fly in daylight and good weather, and you’d generally need to stay
below 10,000 feet.

But let’s get real—that’s exactly how thousands of us fly now.

We expect to file this petition early in 2012, and we’re hopeful that it will help
thousands of pilots keep flying while making it easier for thousands of others to get
involved. Any time we can fly safely while eliminating unnecessary expense and
hassle, that’s what we want to do. All of us at AOPA and EAA believe that expanding
the driver’s license medical standard is a great way to do just that. Now, we just need
the FAA to agree. I'll keep you posted.

s

Craig L. Fuller
AOPA President and CEO

*For more information on the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association and the issues that affect your flying go to www.aopa.org today.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2011 MIDWEST FLYER MAGAZINE 11



EDUCATION

Dear Mr. Weiman:

We wish to express our thanks for
your publication of our submission to
your magazine. We were honored that
you saw our article as fitting for your
magazine.

Your sharp and considerate editing
made for a smooth read, and we are
grateful for your efforts.

We have received some very
positive feedback as a direct result.
We certainly welcome the opportunity
to make new friends, and include you
under that banner. As an all-volunteer

organization, each such opportunity is
special, and appreciated.
We are in the process of setting
up our website with “Links to our
Friends” informational URLs. We
expect that to be available to our
membership within a few weeks. In
the meantime, we’ve posted a link
to your website within our message
boards.
Thank you again!
Board of Directors
The Cessna Pilots Society
Dorset, Vermont

Dear Dave:

Great piece on Duluth-Sky Harbor
Airport. Much appreciated! Fabulous
issue, too. Can’t imagine how you
two do that, but every issue is great
and the covers are always fresh and
eye catching. Well done...but then
that is the baseline for Midwest Flyer
Magazine!

Daniel McDowell

Public Affairs Coordinator

& Emergency Services Coordinator
Mn/DOT Office of Aeronautics

St. Paul, Minnesota

Aviation Education - Flight Plan Changes

by Dr. Patrick Mattson

Professor Emeritus,
St. Cloud State
University-Aviation
(1986-2010)

n the early
1990s, during
my first years

as an aviation
professor at St.

Cloud State University (SCSU), we
saw an increasing number of students
enroll in the aviation program. It was
with sadness then that I wrote in the
May/June 2011 issue of Midwest
Flyer Magazine about the closure

of SCSU’s aviation program, one of
two Midwestern university aviation
programs (each dating back to the

late 1940s). Despite the logical
arguments presented by the respective
program supporters, it appears that
the short-sightedness of the respective
administrations will prevail.

Our nation’s higher public
education institutions answered the
call from 1938-1944 to educate
and train young people for the
aviation sector of the war effort by
participating in the Civilian Pilot
Training Program. The Women Air

From Shop To Finished Product, You €an Depend On
BOLDUC AVIATION SPECIALIZED SERVICES

ENGINE ReBUILDING & REPAIR To FACTORY ZERO-TIME SPECIFICATIONS

* Engine Balancing

¢ Cylinder Grinding

SERVICES INCLUDE, BUT NOT LIMITED TO:
* Rebush & Line Boring of Connecting Rods & Rocker Arms
* Overhauls & Repairs of Cylinders, Magnetos, Starter Adapters & Float-Type Carburetors

* Magnetic Particle (Magnaflux) Inspection

NonN-DEesTrRUCTIVE TESTING

¢ Liquid Penetrate (Zyglo) Inspection

ProraTED WARRANTY To TBO!
Install a Tanis Preheater at overhaul &
Bolduc Aviation
will warranty your engine to TBO!

(763) 780-1185

www.bolducaviation.com
darrell@bolducaviation.com

Anoka County - Blaine Airport
Minneapolis, Minnesota
FAA Repair Station KM5R993M
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Force Service Pilots (WASP) group
was later developed to get women
flying in roles that supported the

war effort. Many of these programs
were centered on a strong math and
science curriculum. The men and
women who survived their World
War II flying assignments later were
influential in the development and
growth of the aviation industry. Today,
the United States faces another crisis
in that the same effort is needed

to increase students’ interest in
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) related classes.
Aviation is a great field of study to
emphasize STEM classes given its
application of science, math and
technology.

Many of the national and
international aviation industry groups
are telling the world that we face a
growing shortage of qualified aviation
professionals in all areas. Today, we
don’t have the luxury of ex-military
pilots filling the flight decks of

modern airliners. In 2009, the USAF
started to train more unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) pilots than those who
fly fighters and bombers. A strong
aviation industry is essential if we
want a robust, growing economy.
The people who run the nation’s
airports, from the smallest to the
largest, can tell you this with great
certainty as they witness people and
cargo being moved worldwide. A
safe and reliable air transportation
system needs professionals, educated
and trained men and women who
understand that aviation science and
business are complimentary and

not contradictory to one another.
Aviation as an academic discipline

is part science and part business and
all passion. Most of the two and
four-year higher education programs
offer a broad assortment of fields
applicable to aviation: business,
engineering, information technology,
communication skills and of course,
aviation subjects.

I saw a renewed sense of pride and
passion in the aviation industry at this
year’s EAA AirVenture in Oshkosh,
Wis. The capacity to educate and train
the next generation is in place as many
new and/or expanded aviation higher
education programs have joined the
established ones across the nation.
They need our help to fill classroom
and flightline seats. Groups like the
Society of Aviation & Flight Educators
(SAFE), Youth Aviation Adventure
(YAA), EAA Young Eagles, Civil Air
Patrol (CAP), and Aviation Explorer
Scouts all have a spot waiting for
pilots to step up and share their
expertise and passion for aviation.

Pilots can volunteer at their local
schools, serve on a collegiate advisory
board or look into guest speaking
opportunities for a local community
organization meeting. Inspiring that
passion in the next generation of
professional aviators is the job of each
and every one of us if we want to see
the industry grow. a

W Nt g s f———" ; I ey W AT i, =%
7 .’___éww ~ m’-"‘_{_] s :‘:'ﬁ_"r A ETTRET 4 ;-r'f ‘:;'?,: : - - ; —— -J"_-/"‘—F’
-,-.' o - _I_."J'." " L r)/ o .
,’.Mx - P Tl e =
A -i:-'ﬂ‘m
o,
(=

Flying in or out of the Twin Cities?

We’ve got an airport for you.

Check out our six strategically-located general aviation facllities with all the services you need and no hassles.

Whether you're flying corporate or piloting your own plane, you'll like the personal connection.

MetroAirports.org/relievers

St. Paul Downtown | Flying Cloud | Anoka County-Blaine | Crystal | Lake EImo | Airlake +
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Aviation Law

AOPA Upgrades Legal Services Plan

by Gregory J. Reigel
Attorney At Law

S you may
know,
one of

the benefits you
can add onto your
AOPA membership
is membership in
the Legal Services
Plan (LSP).
Recently, AOPA
upgraded the LSP to a two-tiered
structure — the Essential level and the
PLUS level. The main differences in
the LSP’s two levels are (1) the PLUS
level provides higher limits on the
number of hours that the LSP will
cover (in most cases double the hours
and a corresponding increase in fees;
and (2) LSP panel attorneys are now
permitted to charge covered members

Greg Reigel
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for attorney time spent beyond the
hourly limits for those members in
the Essential level (but not for those
in the PLUS level). Changes in AOPA
members’ benefits under the LSP will
become effective as they join or renew
their membership in the LSP.

What type of coverage do you
get with the LSP? The LSP provides
coverage that pays for attorneys' fees
for a variety of aviation legal matters
including FAA enforcement actions,
aircraft accidents, alcohol and drug
testing, U.S. Customs matters, and
certain aviation—related tax matters.

Members are entitled to unlimited
consultation on most covered matters
with the LSP’s legal staff and will
also have qualified panel attorneys
available to provide guidance
and representation when needed.
Additionally, members are able
to receive legal advice on aircraft

purchases or sales, and an annual
review of key aviation documents
including leaseback, hangar and tie-
down agreements, and aircraft rentals.

Membership at the Essential level
is $39/year and the PLUS level is $99/
year. When compared with the amount
of money you might otherwise
spend on an attorney in an aviation
legal matter, this is very affordable
insurance!

For additional information, or to
sign up for AOPA’s Legal Services
Plan, call AOPA at 1-800-USA-

AOPA, or visit www.aopa.org.

© Reigel Law Firm, Ltd.-Aero
Legal Services 2002-Present. All
rights reserved.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Greg Reigel is an
attorney with Reigel Law Firm, Ltd., a
law firm located in Hopkins, Minnesota,
which represents clients in aviation
and business law matters (www.
aerolegalservices.com, 952-238-1060,
greigel@aerolegalservices.com). a
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Hica On HEeALTH

Time For Me To Join The Modern World - MedXpress

by Dr. John Beasley, M.D.
Aviation Medical Examiner
Professor Emeritus and Clinical Professor
Department of Family Medicine
University of Wisconsin - Madison

h, for the good old days when
Athe Wrights were a couple of

kids, medical records were
kept on stone tablets, the earth was flat,
and I was a young doctor! Some older
stuff really works. Hey, I still have steam gauges in the
Mooney.

However, some changes are helpful. As I noted a few
months ago in a previous column, I had a “medical ramp
check” in my office by a Friendly Fed (really, the guy
was), and he suggested that I invite my patients to use
MedXpress, the FAA’s internet-based system for entry for
the pilot’s portion of the FAA medical form, our old friend
the 8500-8.

I first ran into this the last time I got my own Class III
(never go for a class higher than what you need*) and went
through the process last year. However, I must confess that
I had just not gotten around to asking people to do this for
me. Just inertia, I guess.

Nonetheless for me, and a lot of other AMEs, the time

Dr. John Beasley

PA

EMGIMEERS | ARCHITECTS | PLANNERS | SCIENTISTS SEH
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has come. My introduction came recently when an airman
showed up at my office having entered his information
through MedXpress, and it really facilitated the process.
Some AMEs are now insisting that all applicants use the
system.

If your AME is using MedXpress (check when you
make your appointment), you no longer have to fill out the
8500-8 in the doctor’s office

If you haven’t done it before, here’s what you do. You
log in to: https://medxpress.faa.gov/ (or you can just use
your search engine and put in “MedXpress” and it will pop
up). This will take you to their login page and from there
you can set up an account that will let you fill in your own
electronic form 8500-8.

You establish an account and then log in with your email
and the password you select. Following that, you enter your
information on the computerized application form (which
looks pretty much like the paper one you were used to). You
should have handy records of any medications you take
and any physician visits when you do this. (By the way, as
far as I can tell, the exact dates for physician visits are not
necessary... it seems to be acceptable if you just make the
best honest guess you can.) If you do make an error, don’t
worry too much...your AME can make corrections once
you are in his/her office.

You get an email confirmation letter, which you need to
print out. This has a confirmation number that your AME
will use to access your form. Bring this letter with you
when you visit your AME.

Now, with the paper forms there was a third copy
that your AME could give to you, so you don’t have to
remember everything for the next exam. The MedXpress
system doesn’t keep a record of your last exam that will
be available to you, so you may want to print out a copy
yourself or get a copy of the printout from your AME at the
time of the exam to help you the next time around.

Overall, I do think the system will save time and reduce
errors. I’m looking forward to having more of my own
applicants use it. I’'m sure many AMEs have been using
this system longer — but then they probably have those new-
fangled whiz-bang flat panels in their airplanes, too.

*The higher the medical certificate, the more the FAA
scrutinizes the application and the more stringent the
requirements become. In some cases, there is more testing
required for a First or Second Class Medical Certificate,
versus a Third Class Medical Certificate (e.g. ECG), which
would add to the cost for the applicant. So unless there is
a need for a higher medical certificate, it is generally not
worth the additional time and money. If, however, a pilot is
planning a career as a commercial pilot, the applicant may
want to go for a Class I just to be sure they qualify before
they go to the expense of training. a



Dr. Scott Heun and his Bonanza.

Autopilots - Part il
How To Use A Flight Director

by Michael Kaufman

his is
the third
article in a

continuing series I
have been writing
on “autopilots.”
Since beginning
this series, I have
encountered

more issues with
malfunctioning autopilots than in the
previous 40 years I have been flying
with them. Some of these issues were
mentioned in previous articles, except
for those of Galen Manternach and
Dr. Scott Heun, both flight students
and customers of mine. I recently
finished Scott’s instrument training

in his Bonanza, and he needed to do
his checkride without any assistance
from “George,” a term often used to
describe flying on autopilot.

This article is on “flight directors,”
and how to properly use them. I will
put an emphasis on the King KFC200
autopilot with flight director, because
there are so many of them flying in
the field, but many others have similar
features. Most of the pilots that come

Michael Kaufman

INSTRUMENT FLIGHT

King KFC200 Autopilot with flight director.

to our Beechcraft Pilot Proficiency
Programs (BPPP) who have flight
directors, do not know how to
properly use them. In fact 80 percent
do not. The remaining 20 percent who
do are mostly professional pilots.

In the professional pilot world,
pilots refer to flying an approach
in three ways — “autopilot,” “flight
director,” and “raw data.” Let me
explain.

The autopilot is the easiest to
understand, and I will not further
address this method. Using the flight
director, which is misunderstood
by most, means that the pilot is
hand flying the aircraft with the
assistance of the flight director. In
other words, the pilot is using his
eyes to interoperate what the flight

director is telling him, and he is using
his muscles in place of the autopilot
servos. The third method, which is
known as “raw data,” has the autopilot
and flight director off, and the pilot

is interpreting what he sees on his
horizontal situation indicator (HSI) or
course deviation indicator (CDI), and
making the necessary corrections.

The flight director method requires
that the flight director is turned on, but
the autopilot (servo mussel) remains
off. The pilot then selects what he
wants to do via the available modes.
An example of this would be flying
radar vectors to join the final approach
course using the flight director and
“GPS assist” from a Garmin 430 on
the King KFC200 autopilot with flight
director, but other autopilots with
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INSTRUMENT FLIGHT

flight directors have similar functions.

First, we must load the ILS approach and set the
localizer frequency in the active window on the Garmin
430, followed by “activate vectors to final.” The flight
director mode is selected on the autopilot, along with
heading and altitude in the aforementioned order. The
flight director should then “Q” the pilot on what to do via
the command bars. It needs to be noted that if the aircraft
is equipped with “GPS steering,” that the selector should
be in the heading mode. At this point, the pilot should use
his heading bug to select the heading assigned by ATC and
adjust it as new vectors are received. Shortly after the first
vector for the approach is received from Air Traffic Control,
pushing the heading and approach button on the autopilot
simultaneously should get both the heading and approach
lights illuminated on the autopilot display, along with the
“arm” light. If you did not satisfy the autopilot by being
exact when simultaneously pushing the buttons and the
heading enunciator is not on, just push the heading button
again to get the proper response on the autopilot enunciator.
What you have told the flight director is that you want to
fly the heading on the bug and the altitude you currently
have until you intercept the localizer course, at which time
the heading light and armed light will extinguish and the
coupled light will come on. Once we capture the glideslope,
the altitude light will extinguish and the glide slope light
will come on, followed by a pitch down indication on the
flight director command bars.

There are a lot of safety features built into the operation
of flight directors and autopilots. A comment I hear quite
often is that the autopilot does not always capture the
glideslope. So this is what usually causes the problem:
the controller vectors you in too tight and too high on
the approach to allow the glideslope capture. When the
arm light extinguishes and the coupled light comes on, a
timer circuit is activated. If the glideslope is intercepted
before the timer cycle is completed (20 to 30 seconds), the
glideslope will not capture.

Radio signals have false courses or unwanted signals
that are a byproduct of the localizer and glideslope signals.
The manufacturer does this to eliminate accidents caused
by this phenomenon (see insert from the AIM on localizer
structure). Dr. Scott Heun learned the importance of
monitoring the enunciator panel for the proper indication
during his training as we ended up losing the servo or
muscle part of the autopilot part way through his training,
but the flight director portion continued to function. Scott
did a great job even with this handicap. Congratulations,
Scott, on a job well done and an instrument rating now in
your pocket!

A flight director can be of great assistance to a pilot
during other critical portions of flight as well. For example,
takeoffs and go-arounds. Some autopilots have a GA (Go
Around) button located on the control yoke or, in some
cases, the throttle. When reaching the DH (Decision
18 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2011 MIDWEST FLYER MAGAZINE
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Height) or MAP (Missed Approach Point), the pilot may
execute the missed approach by pushing the GA button.
This disconnects all of the autopilot functions except the
command bars, which pitch up to the recommended climb
angle that is pre-set for each individual aircraft by the
manufacturer. The pilot may then select optional functions
like heading or navtrac that will direct the pilot to the
MAP. By turning on the autopilot switch, the servos will
provide the muscle to fly the aircraft once properly set up.
Many pilots use the GA function for a take-off, setting the
departure path and pitch angle prior to beginning the take-
off roll.

Some autopilots with flight directors have a CWS
(Control Wheel Steering) button located on the yoke.

This button may be used to temporarily disconnect the
flight director for the pilot to make small corrections to
altitudes or set a path for a descent angle on a non-precision
approach. I find most aircraft (75%) have either the GA

or CWS button, but not both. Dr. Heun’s Bonanza was
fortunate to have both.

I find it fun to teach pilots how to use their flight
directors and often cover up the HSI with a “no-peekie,”
and have them hand fly an ILS approach using only the
attitude indicator/flight director bars and the altimeter to
give them the decision height. A pilot can learn a lot from
his or her flight director and can master it with usually just
a few approaches. If you want proper training on the flight
director, I will be happy to work with you when I am not
doing a BPPP clinic.

My next column on autopilots will cover GPSS or roll
steering that has become the standard of instrument flight.
Till then, fly the command bars on your flight director and
enjoy a new skill.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Michael “Mick” Kaufman is the manager
for the Beechcratft Pilot Proficiency Program and a flight
instructor operating out of Lone Rock (LNR) and Eagle River
(EGV), Wisconsin. Kaufman was named “FAA’s Safety Team

Representative of the Year for Wisconsin” in 2008. Email
questions to captmick@me.com.



How To Fly Like A Pro

by Harold Green

or most of us the term
Fprofessional evokes images

of competence and calmness
amongst the chaos of events. For
pilots this means maintaining a clear
headed analytical approach to every
situation encountered. So how can
we engender this attitude in our every
day flying? The answer probably
lies within each of us. However, a
little analysis may help develop a
professional approach to flying.

First, being a professional pilot does not necessarily
mean you fly for pay. It means that when you fly you do so
in a professional manner regardless of your ratings. There
are many pilots who fly for pay and aren’t professional in
their approach, and there are many pilots who fly only for
pleasure who are professional. So what does it mean to
be professional? There could be many interpretations of
professional, but most people would agree that professional
embodies at least the following: Knowledge, Competence,
Focus, Objectivity and Calmness in the midst of chaos. We
will consider each of these in turn.

To be knowledgeable is to be aware of all aspects of
flying applicable to our operation. This means a pilot must
know all those things required for the knowledge test and
more. Further, a lifetime of study is required to extend that
knowledge and remain abreast of current technology. That
doesn’t mean a grind at the books. It does mean reading
aviation publications and reviewing the regulations from
time to time. Further, part of our knowledge comes from
practicing in the airplane. This includes normal maneuvers,
emergency procedures and unusual attitudes. That does
not mean that you must practice continually. It does imply
that when you fly, you pay attention to details. Have you
ever noticed that a true professional holds altitude, heading
and remains coordinated at all times? Attention to these
attributes while flying produces amazing results over time.
An occasional ride with an instructor is also a good idea,
particularly in the practice of emergency procedures and in
general, to continually extend your piloting capabilities.

Focus means a pilot should clear all matters not flying
related from his/her mind. This begins before the preflight
and continues until the airplane is safely tied down and
passengers are clear of dangerous ramp conditions, such as
propellers, jet intakes, etc.

In the event of an emergency, the professional focuses
on actions to minimize the effect of the emergency and does
so in an objective manner. This focus includes objectively
analyzing the situation using the knowledge gained through
continued study and applying it properly. Of course this
implies a knowledge of the emergency procedures, the use

Harold Green
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of checklists and an understanding of the options available
in the circumstances.

Objectivity is part of being a “pro” because all flight
decisions must be made without regard to personal or
extraneous considerations. Objectivity also requires the
pilot to be aware of her/his personal limitations as a pilot. It
is necessary to make flight decisions without regard to what
passengers, onlookers or others may think of your decision.
That does not mean that proper advice should be ignored.
It does mean that the pilot should consider all appropriate
advice and make all decisions based on the safety of the
flight. The professional knows when to hold 'em and when
to fold 'em and acts accordingly.

Competence is defined herein as the ability to judge the
situation in view of the capabilities of both airplane and
pilot in a realistic and objective manner. Capabilities of
the pilot are related to such things as instrument capable,
qualified to fly the airplane, ability to work in the airspace
involved, currency, etc. The capabilities of the airplane
include range, payload, take off/landing performance
relative to the airport to be used, etc. As an example, the
competent pilot will be able to analyze the situation and
make go/no-go decisions based on objective evaluation of
the capabilities of the airplane and pilot on that day and
in those circumstances. Note that pilot capabilities can be
increased by training, experience, etc. Whereas competence
refers to the use of the capabilities, objectivity enters here
as well.

Calmness is one of the cardinal attributes of the
professional. Perhaps the touchstone expression delivered
with no evidence of emotion is “Center, we’ve just lost
a wing. Requesting a lower altitude please.” There is
more than just image involved here. In an emergency,
maintaining a calm voice makes it easier for the pilot
to remain calm and thoughtfully analytic throughout
the emergency. The best way to do this is to maintain
that calm voice and demeanor whenever flying. Soon it
becomes habit. Practice this whenever you fly, particularly
when dealing with controllers. Along with the calmness,
practice brevity in your radio communications because this
engenders calmness. All communications should be direct,
to the point and without emotion. This will also endear you
to the controllers.

In summary, professionalism is the result of knowledge,
competence, objectivity and calmness, all of which you
can develop as you fly. The true professional is one who
observes professional practices while flying within their
capabilities, regardless of one’s flight time or ratings.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Harold Green is a CFll at Morey Airplane
Company, Middleton, Wis. a
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GReAT Laxes RecionaL Report

by Bill Blake
AOFPA Great Lakes Regional Representative

Bill Blake

New Director In Michigan

ichael Trout recently has been named the
MDirector of the Michigan Department of

Transportation (MDOT), Office of Aeronautics.
With his appointment, the state aeronautics functions of
the former Bureau of Aeronautics and Freight Services
were moved into a separate Office of Aeronautics within
MDOT. Immediately prior to his appointment, Trout
was the Springfield Township Supervisor. Prior aviation
experience includes being Deputy Director of Bishop
International Airport, Flint, Michigan, and Director of
Detroit City Airport. Mike’s educational background is in
public administration. AOPA looks forward to working with
Director Trout on all issues affecting General Aviation in
Michigan.

Wings Weekend In lllinois

The FAA and the State of Illinois again sponsored
the annual Wings Weekend at Mattoon, Illinois in July.
Approximately 150 pilots flew with volunteer flight
instructors, obtaining Wings credits, biennial flight reviews,
instrument proficiency checks, or other refresher training.
There were personnel with computers on hand to help those
who needed to update their Wings Program completions. I
have done two phases under the new program. I think it is
very beneficial, once you get the hang of the recordkeeping.
Many of the online courses are very good, and by doing the
flight portion at the Mattoon Wings Weekend, the computer
entry frustration can be reduced. The Mattoon event is not
just limited to Illinois pilots. It is open to anyone who wants
to participate. I would urge those of you in surrounding
states looking for free refresher flight training to consider
attending next July.

Alternate Fuels Discussed In Indiana

I attended the Aviation Association of Indiana’s (AAI)
membership and board meeting in Rensselaer, Indiana this
summer. There was an interesting presentation made by
Swift Fuel. Its agricultural crop-based fuel is one of the
alternatives being developed to replace avgas. In fact, the
presenters flew to the meeting in the company’s Cessna
150 using Swift produced fuel. I know the replacement
fuel for avgas is on a lot of pilots’ minds. Although we are
20 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2011 MIDWEST FLYER MAGAZINE

a long way from a final solution, it was good to see that
there are alternatives being developed. By the way, the AAI
Annual Fall Conference is being held in Plymouth, Indiana,
October 11-14, 2011. I think anyone interested in Indiana
aviation would find attending this conference beneficial.

Attendance Up At EAA AirVenture-0Oshkosh

EAA announced that attendance at AirVenture at
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, was up 1.3 percent over 2010, for a
total of 541,000 participants. Also, people I spoke with at
the event were enthusiastic and positive about the future
of General Aviation. Vendors I talked with seemed pleased
with booth activity. I had the opportunity to talk briefly
with Harrison Ford at the AOPA tent. What a wonderful
spokesman for aviation!

GA Rally In lowa

You have probably heard about, and hopefully attended,
one of the General Aviation rallies held at various locations
across the country. I was able to attend the one held at the
Rockwell Collins Flight Department Center, Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. There was an enthusiastic crowd of 300 people
in attendance, including Rockwell Collins employees,
pilots, aircraft owners, regional FAA and TSA personnel,
local and state officials, and four members of the Iowa
Congressional delegation. Clay Jones, President and CEO
of Rockwell Collins, made a very convincing speech about
the value of General Aviation as a business tool. He also
pointed out the job opportunities and economic benefits
to Iowa and the nation, saying that aviation was one of the
few industries that had a positive foreign trade balance.

He asked government to “do no harm.” Leave the aircraft
depreciation rules alone. Rely on the already existing
aviation fuel tax as General Aviation’s contribution to
support the infrastructure. Do not institute user fees. This
rally was a great opportunity for lowa voters to make their
views known to their Congressional delegation. After the
formal speeches, the Congressmen mingled in the crowd,
allowing for some one-on-one contact with voters, to hear
their concerns.

AOPA Summit 2011

The annual AOPA Summit was held in Hartford,
Connecticut, September 22-24. There were opportunities to
hear from national leaders, as well as see the most recent
aviation products and attend quality aviation seminars. I
think if you ask those who attended, they will tell you it
was well worth the time and expense. Try it. You will like
it! See articles elsewhere in this issue of Midwest Flyer
Magazine and AOPA Pilot magazine.

AOPA will continue to work to promote and protect
General Aviation at the national, state, and local level. For
more information on any issue affecting general aviation,
please visit our website at: www.aopa.org.

AOPA Summit 2012 - Oct. 11-13 - Palm Springs, Calif. QO



This Time It’s Personal

by Craig Fuller

President & CEO
Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association

love to give away airplanes.
i IReally, who wouldn’t? The day

I hand the keys to a new owner
is always one of the best of my year.
Regardless of the aircraft and its story,
am excited. But this time it is even
more special. This time it’s personal.
In 2012, AOPA will be giving away
an Aviat Husky —not just any Husky,
but one that has already proven it’s
tougher than a tornado.

I’ve always admired the Husky.
It’s such a capable airplane, good for everything from
backcountry flying to routine travel. It can handle short
fields, soft fields, and, of course, your more typical
runways.

I first met the “Tougher than a Tornado” Husky at Sun
'n Fun in April. I had been looking at the airplane and
talking with Aviat President Stu Horn and John McKenna,
president of the Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF).
John suggested it might make a good sweepstakes airplane.

Then, a sudden and violent storm hit Sun 'n Fun. We
captured what happened next in what has become one of
the most widely watched videos on AOPA Live. The new
2011 Aviat Husky parked in front of the RAF tent was

Craig Fuller

Chris Siberz
Promoted To Aircraft Sales Manager At DMFS

DES MOINES, IOWA — Chris Siberz
has been promoted to the position

of Aircraft Sales Manager for Des
Moines Flying Service, Chicago
Piper and HondaJet Midwest. Siberz
has been with the Des Flying Service
organization since 2000 as Senior
Aircraft Sales Representative.

“Chris has an excellent record of
customer relations and proven sales
achievements, and will be responsible
for the company’s aircraft sales team
performance,” said John M. Lowe, President. “The quality
of dedication and customer satisfaction is very important
for the company's long-term success.”

For additional information, contact Chris Siberz at
800-622-8311 (www.dmfs.com). Q
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Chris Siberz

From AQPA HEADQUARTERS

picked up by the storm, turned 180 degrees and backed
into a curb where it bounced and rocked and rode out the
high winds of the storm. At that moment, NAOWY became
the “Tougher than a Tornado” Husky and, with the RAF’s
encouragement, we began the process of acquiring her,
repairing the damage to “better than new” condition, and
making her our 2012 AOPA Sweepstakes aircraft.

This is a plane I am drawn to. The first time I saw the
aircraft on display, it struck me as something that just had
to be pure fun to fly. In my 40-plus years of flying, I had
not flown a tailwheel aircraft, and that certainly needed to
be corrected. Nor, had I flown with the remarkable view
you have when your passenger — if you have one — is sitting
behind you!

At about this time, a low-time 1998 Aviat Husky
appeared on the market. It just seemed like a great
opportunity. I could have my own Husky to learn with and I
wouldn’t have to give it away in 12 months.

The 2012 Sweepstakes Husky started moving around the
country in late September right after the AOPA Summit in
Hartford. So, if you see NAOWY and another yellow Husky
parked next to it, along with two smiling people, there is a
good chance it will be our sweeps airplane and me in for a
visit! I hope you’ll join us and, with a little luck, you could
be the next winner. You’ll find out next October at AOPA’s
Aviation Summit in Palm Springs. a
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AOPA SummIt

AOPA Summit 2011...
Learning From The Past, Looking To The Future

by Jack Elliott Schapiro

HARTFORD, CONN. — Those who believe the old adage
that you can’t mix business and pleasure are obviously
not AOPA members, who have attended one of the
organization’s annual “Summit” events. Going back to
the days when these events were known as “Plantation
Parties,” the annual gathering of members from all over
the country and from AOPA branches abroad, have always
been a perfect blend of fun and business. The three-day
event offers opportunities to learn more about the numerous
problems aviation is facing and what is being done to
overcome those problems.

The special blend of camaraderie, which exists among
members of the flying fraternity, is probably greater
today than ever before, because of the issues and changes
facing aviation. Our ongoing problems have drawn us
closer together. The Summit offered special proof that the
top aviation organizations, and even some enlightened
members of Congress, are joining forces to present a united
front in defense of aviation interests.

Announcing our new
aviation blog /ailwinds

L
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To Our Blog
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(L/R) AOPA President & CEO Craig Fuller and EAA President & CEO Rod
Hightower making a joint announcement at the AOPA Summit that they
plan to request an exemption from the Federal Aviation Regulations that
would allow pilots flying on recreational flights to be permitted to use
their driver's license medical standard, rather than a Third-Class FAA
Medical Certificate.

Aviation, which is no stranger to opposition from airport
neighbors and government bureaucrats, is under attack
today as never before. The latest is a proposal to levy a user
fee of $100 on every business flight. Those in the aviation
business are struggling, as are all businesses to survive in
these tenuous economic times. Many businesses use aircraft
to be more competitive, to help them stay ahead of the
game. Instead of rewarding the companies working hard to
be more competitive, the government is proposing to levy
a tax on them which would make them less competitive
and cost them sales, forcing them to reduce production and
thus cut employment. And of course the bureaucrats would
declare their program a success and propose it be expanded
to the little guys who fly Cessnas, Pipers and Cirrus
aircraft. AOPA is among those organizations, which have
united in opposition to the user fee proposal.

The attitude of “all for one and one for all” was very
much in evidence in Hartford, including a Saturday
Pancake Breakfast where it was announced that AOPA
and EAA are working together to ask the FAA to create
an exemption that would allow private pilots to use the
driver’s license medical standard with some limitations,
instead of a third-class medical.

AOPA President & CEO Craig Fuller and EAA
President & CEO Rod Hightower joined in making the
announcement. It would be similar to the standard now
used for sport pilots. Rod Hightower pointed out, “We have
more than five years’ experience now with the Sport Pilot
Certificate and the driver’s license medical standard. In
that time we have not had a single medical incapacitation
accident. The standard works.”
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Craig Fuller noted, “Our petition would enhance
safety by requiring initial and recurrent online training
about health awareness and self-certification for any
pilot choosing to use the driver’s license standard.” The
two organizations expect to file their request for the
exemption after the first of next year. It will be restricted
to single-engine aircraft with 180 hp or less, four seats
and fixed gear. It would be limited to day, VFR flights
with one passenger. This would apply only to pilots flying
recreationally.

Friday’s early morning keynote speaker was FAA
Administrator Randy Babbitt. As he has emphasized many
times before, he reiterated his commitment to “aviation
safety.” He pointed out, however, that it is impossible to
do any long-range planning with the continuous policy of
short-term incremental funding. He emphasized the need to
work with Congress to get long-term funding authorization
passed.

The aviation community has been told over and
over that the general aviation safety record is constantly
improving. Babbitt took issue with that. We have too many
general aviation accidents and too many fatalities. “We’ve
got to get to the bottom of what’s causing these accidents,”
he said. He pointed out, however, that while the accident
record is not good, we still have the safest aviation system
in the world.

Babbitt announced that he had just authorized the
creation of a new Aviation Rule Making Committee to
review the current flight training rules. The committee
will be charged with making recommendations on how to
improve on current testing and training.

Babbitt also emphasized the urgency of transforming
ATC from a ground-based system to a satellite system.
Satellite-based approaches are making aviation safer and
more efficient, he declared.

Another big step in looking ahead
to better days is Congressman Sam
Graves’ effort to form a forceful and
effective “General Aviation Caucus” in
the House of Representatives. Graves
was co-founder of the group along with
Congressman Vern Ehlers who has since
retired.

“I have 149 members so far,” said
Graves. “My goal is 218.” This will
give aviation a voice in Congress,
which no one could have imagined only a few months ago.
AOPA recognized Graves’ efforts by presenting him with
the Joseph B. “Doc” Hartranft Award, one of AOPA’s two
highest awards.

Congressman Graves participated in a U.S. Congress
General Aviation Summit with Senator Mark Begich of
Alaska, and Congressman Jerry Costello of Illinois, chaired
by AOPA President and CEO Craig Fuller. If there was
unity on anything at this Summit, it took place at this

Sam Graves

The flightline at Hartford-Brainard Airport (HFD).

seminar. All three of the participating congressmen on this
panel agreed that you have to get involved. “You have to
participate,” Senator Begich told the audience. “You have
to make the time to be engaged. There’s enough negative
stuff going on to last a lifetime.”

Congressman Costello listed all the anti-aviation
proposals now on the table: user fees, the BARR proposals,
airport improvement funds, etc. “Push your interests
forward, push the harassment back. If you don’t get
involved, you can’t change anything,” is the way Sam
Graves summed it up.

All three members of Congress agreed: pilots should
get to know their representatives in Washington. Call them.
Write them. Get to know them. Let them get to know you.
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AOPA Summit

So much for the highlights of the business side of the
Summit’s activities. Now just to summarize the other

side of the coin. On opening night, Thursday, there were
showings of two movies, “Memphis Belle,” and “Legends
of Flight,” a film about the making of the first-ever carbon
fiber airliner, the Boeing 787. There was also “A Night for
Flight Benefit and Auction.” Among the auction items were
dinner and a flight with Harrison Ford. Entertainment was
supplied by a group, which has appeared with Cirque de
Soleil, and the Metropolitan Opera.

U.S. Navy pilots discussed their missions, past and present.

Friday featured a luncheon celebrating 100 years of U.S.
Naval Aviation. Four carrier pilots recounted some of their
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experiences, one of whom — Captain Kent Ewing — logged
1104 carrier landings — 365 of them at night — and had to
ditch twice in the ocean. The evening events included a
“Dine Around” at which participants had dinner with top
celebrities, including acclaimed air show performers and
authors. And the final choice on the agenda was a “Rock 'n
Rally” featuring one of Connecticut's most popular bands at
Airportfest held at Hartford-Brainard Airport (HFD).

L N

Bernice "Bee" Falk Haydu standing by a new Piper Meridian at Hartford-
Brainard Airport, Hartford, Conn. Haydu was a Women Airforce Service
Pilot (WASP) during World War Il, and is a Congressional Gold Medal
recipient, which she is proudly wearing in this photo. Haydu wrote a
book entitled “Letters Home 1944-1945” detailing her life as a WASP
and thereafter.

Saturday’s festivities began with a Pancake Breakfast
featuring an exchange of ideas with AOPA President Craig
Fuller, and EAA President Rod Hightower. The closing
party took place at the New England Air Museum where a
buffet dinner was served while Simply Swing — a 10-man
big band era group and a female vocalist — offered favorite
numbers of the '50s and '60s. The museum itself has an
amazing collection of aircraft including a shiny B-29 and a
four-engine Sikorsky flying boat.

One of the perennial highlights of the annual AOPA get-
togethers are the numerous appearances by Rod Machado,
who is as funny as any of the top comics in the business.
He always appears in one of the bigger ballrooms and it’s
always hard to find a seat if you don’t get there early. Rod
is a flight instructor and an aviation author, as well as a
great comedian. From the minute he starts his presentations
to the minute his presentations come to an end, the audience
is rocking with laughter. And his subject is always aviation.

And it should be mentioned that one of the great fun
aspects of the convention is meeting old friends who always
seem to have wild stories to tell, and making new ones.

Another highlight of the Summit is always a visit to
the static aircraft display at a nearby airport, in this case
Hartford-Brainard Airport, where there was everything
from Light Sport Aircraft to a Cessna CJ4.

And a closing note on something unusual and
memorable, which is reminiscent of the opening phrase of
Charles Dickens’ “A Tale of Two Cities:” “It was the best
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of times. It was the worst of
times.”

When we were searching
for the parking facilities
on our arrival at the
Connecticut Convention
Center, we spotted a strange
vehicle parked right in front
of the facility. It had wings

AOPA Sumwmir

establishment? That they
did. They developed and
marketed a radically new
aircraft that took over first
place in the single-engine
piston market.

But they didn’t stop
there. They went on to
develop a single-engine

Jack Elliott Schapiro

jet. But as everyone in
aviation knows, that was
not the end. It’s only
the beginning. The really hard part is achieving FAA
certification, and that takes money, a lot of it. They sought
backers. Based on their incredible accomplishments, you
would have thought there would be plenty of takers. There
were none in the U.S., but China stepped up to the plate.
They bought the company. Now all that American know-
how, ingenuity, and market leadership belongs to China.
And that’s the way it is.

Next year: Palm Springs! Q
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Cirrus SF50 Vision Jet parked outside the convention center in Hartford,
Conn.

and a jet engine on top of
the fuselage. It was a Cirrus
Vision SF50, a single-
engine jet seeking FAA certification. How appropriate.
Here was a symbol of American vision, ingenuity, technical
expertise, and entrepreneurship. Here was a shining
example of this nation’s capability, of its leadership in the
world of general aviation.

When the Klapmeier brothers, Alan and Dale, undertook
the development of a new brand of aircraft, the Cirrus,
more than a few people thought they were out of their
minds. A pair of upstarts thought they could take on the

FAA Administrator Not Pleased With GA Accident Rate....
Has Ordered Study To Change Testing Standards

his presentation, the Administrator did not consider any
decrease in hours flown as a possible cause of accidents.

“I want to focus on professionalism in the cockpit,” said
Babbitt. The Administrator plans to seek input from flight
schools in developing the new standards.

The Administrator is also directing a program to help the
industry better explain the role of GA airports to the public.

Concerning “NextGen,” or the modernization of the air
traffic control system, Babbitt wants GA aircraft owners to
equip their aircraft, sooner rather than later, and noted the
benefits in doing so.

“I don’t have a switch in the back room to just turn it
on,” said Babbitt, but he noted the safety and efficiency of
installing equipment for ADS-B in and out. ADS-B out will
be required by 2020. There is no timeline to require ADS-B
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(L/R) AOPA Pres
Randy Babbitt.

ident Craig Fuller during a Q & A with FAA Administrator

by Dave Weiman

HARTFORD, CONN. — FAA
Administrator Randy Babbitt told pilots
and aircraft owners at the AOPA Summit,
September 23, 2011, that he is concerned
with the rising accident rate in general
aviation, and has initiated a study to get
to the bottom of it. He hopes that by
changing FAA written test standards and
aeronautical knowledge training, that
this will help. Of the 195 GA accidents
this past year, 114 had fatalities. In
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AOPA SummIt

in, but the FAA is working on that, he said.

The Administrator noted the savings aircraft owners will
realize in getting aviation weather without having to pay for
a subscription. He believes this will offset the cost of the
equipment required. Babbitt did not comment on aircraft
owners who cannot afford weather subscriptions, which are
currently available, nor how they will be unable to pay for
ADS-B equipment.

Babbitt said that with ADS-B in and out, more airspace
will be available to those aircraft owners who own that
equipment. The reverse will likely be true for those owners
who cannot afford the equipment...there will be less
airspace available to them.

“The more equipment you have, the more access you
will have to airspace,” said Babbitt.

“One of the great features of ADS-B in and out is that
it provides radar coverage where radar coverage was not
available before,” said Babbitt.

Another benefit of NextGen will be the pilot’s ability
to fly “profile descents,” from as high as 35,000 feet,
requiring only power adjustments. Delta Airlines is already
saving on average 60 gallons of fuel per approach, noted
Babbitt.

AOPA President Craig Fuller stated that he feels that
modernization will need to be done in stages.

“Let’s build confidence (in the system),” said Fuller.
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The FAA has no plans to install any new Instrument
Landing System (ILS) equipment at airports, said
Babbitt. Each ILS costs $3 million to install, and a lot of
maintenance thereafter. WAAS GPS approaches are much
more cost-effective, said Babbitt.

Fuller raised concern over the White House’s proposal
to create “user fees” to help reduce the deficit, and asked
Babbitt if approved by Congress, just how such a plan
would be implemented.

Babbitt responded: “It’s a little early to get excited
about the Red Skins going to the Super Bowl,” implying
that President Obama will have a difficult time getting his
proposal through Congress. Instead, the FAA is trying to
find cost-saving measures within the agency, so that user
fees — other than what aircraft owners currently pay through
the federal fuel tax — will not be necessary. a

AOPA Expands Gommitment
To State-Level Advocacy

mx _

AOPA President Cralg Fuller meets W|th Airport Support Network
volunteers.

by Dave Weiman

HARTFORD, CONN. — At a packed room of Airport
Support Network (ASN) volunteers at the AOPA Summit in
Hartford, Ct., September 23, 2011, AOPA President Craig
Fuller announced that the association is creating a new
regional manager program as part of its ongoing efforts to
strengthen its presence at the state and local level.

In the first significant change in its field representation
program in decades, AOPA will create a new team of
seven full-time regional managers, whose focus will
be on building government relations and strong local
aviation communities. To augment the efforts of these
regional managers, AOPA will refocus its existing regional
representative program on promoting and supporting
aviation-related events.

“For many years, our regional representatives have
been the face of AOPA to most of the aviation leaders and
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government officials outside of Washington, D.C.,” said
Fuller. “Their commitment to our work, their record of
service to aviation, and their achievements on behalf of our
industry are remarkable. But the world has changed, and so
have the needs of our members. Increasingly, state and local
governments make decisions that affect our airports and our
flying. Full-time challenges demand full-time engagement.”

In addition to representing AOPA member interests with
state and local government officials, AOPA’s new regional
managers will play an important role in the association's
efforts to stimulate and encourage greater involvement
among pilots and aviation enthusiasts nationwide.

“In our experience, one of the best ways to promote
and protect general aviation is for members of the aviation
community to get engaged in support of our freedom
to fly,” said Fuller. “Together, our regional managers
and representatives will give us more community-based
resources to deploy in those efforts.”

Fuller noted that 30 state governors have signed
resolutions showing the importance of general aviation. “As
governors become competitive in trying to attract business
to their states, they will support general aviation,” he said.

In other news, “Stronger Together” is the new slogan
of EAA and AOPA. In the future, members of both
organizations can expect to see more collaboration between
EAA and AOPA at the local level, said Fuller. “Currently,
we only collaborate at the national level.”

Greg Pecoraro, Vice President of Airports and State
Affairs at AOPA, was on hand to answer questions about
the seven new regional manager positions being created.
Pecoraro manages AOPA’s field representation and
grassroots activities, including the 12 current regional
representatives, and the seven regional managers to be hired
in the coming months.

Joey Colleran, Director of AOPA’s Airport Support
Network, briefed volunteers on a model being developed
that will encourage stronger airport groups by creating
a social network at each airport. The model will build a
stronger affiliation with AOPA and an organized group for
ASN volunteers. Whatever model AOPA comes up with,
Colleran and Pecoraro said that it will be flexible, and will
engage members.

Bill Dunn, Vice President of
AOQOPA’s Airport Advocacy, announced
that AOPA’s highest award, the
“Sharples Award,” would be going
to Dr. Robert Larkin, a county
commissioner in Washoe County,
Nev., and an Airport Support Network
volunteer at Reno-Tahoe International
Airport (RNO). Commissioner
Larkin was honored for his work
to ensure that general aviation would continue to have
access at RNO. The Laurence P. Sharples Perpetual Award
is presented annually to an individual who has made

Dr. Robert Larkin

significant contributions to the advancement of general
aviation, and is named in honor of AOPA’s first chairman of
the board.

Dunn noted that what members read in AOPA Pilot
magazine and online is a smidgen of what goes on during
the year. “There’s usually about 200 issues going on at the
same time,” said Dunn.

Sean Elliott of EAA Government Relations, and
his counterpart at AOPA, Craig Spence, work with the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA). Elliott said
that they are seeing more and more border agents creating
their own policies and not following national policy.
Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) have also become a
real problem, especially when the President of the United
States takes a train trip and an entire region is locked down
to general aviation.

Joey Colleran wrapped up the meeting by announcing
the recruitment of 600 more Airport Support Network
volunteers over the past 18 months, reaching a total of 2400
volunteers. The goal continues to be one ASN volunteer for
every public-use airport in the U.S. Persons interested in
becoming an ASN volunteer may email Colleran at Joey.
Colleran@aopa.org, or call 800.USA.AOPA. a
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Wouters Replaced Klapmeier, Klapmeier Replaces Wouters...
Future of CGirrus Jet Now In Hands of Chinese

by Dave Weiman

HARTFORD,
CONN. —In an
announcement
made September
19,2011 in
Duluth, Minn.,
Cirrus Aircraft
cofounder, Dale
Klapmeier, was
named Chief
Executive Officer
(CEO), replacing Brent Wouters,
who replaced Klapmeier’s brother,
Alan Klapmeier. Wouters served as
Executive Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer (CFO) from 2002
to 2008, then President and Chief
Operating Officer (COO), before
eventually being named CEO. No
reason for Wouters departure has been
given.

At a press conference on
September 22, 2011 at the AOPA
Summit in Hartford, Connecticut,
Dale Klapmeier walked up to the
podium and vowed to bring back
the “goals” the company he and his
brother, Alan, founded in a T-hangar
in Baraboo, Wis., but said that his
brother would not be rejoining him.

“The company has to go back
to our roots,” said Klapmeier. “We
need to go back to our goal of getting
more people into aviation. We are in
the business of making flying safe,

™ ™

Dale Klapmeier

* FAA Regulatory/Certificate Actions:
* Aviation & Commercial Transactions
* Licensed In Minnesota & Wiscon_sin
* Member, AOPA Legal Services Panel"s

productive, exciting and a lot of fun!”

Klapmeier went on to explain why
more people do not get into aviation,
declaring that it is not the cost, but
rather the perception over safety. He
noted the midair collision Alan had
in 1985 that resulted in equipping
all Cirrus aircraft with a ballistic
parachute system.

“Alan and I started this business
because we love airplanes and because
we want to get more people in aviation—
we wanted it to be an enormous club. We
did this to change the world, have fun,
and make a little money.”

But it takes more than a little
money to run an aircraft manufacturing
company, noted Klapmeier. He said
that he is excited that Cirrus was
purchased by China Aviation Industry
General Aircraft Co., Ltd. (CAIGA),
through a merger with Cirrus in June
2011. Cirrus is now 100 percent owned
by the Chinese.

“The Chinese see the growth
potential for General Aviation
in China,” said Klapmeier. “The
disposable income is there. The
bottom 3,000 feet of airspace is now
open, and every airport will be GPS
based. India also has potential.

“I am very impressed with this
company; they want to see the
industry grow. They want to see
aviation in every corner of the world.
There’s a huge part of the world
we don't sell airplanes to because

Greg Reigel
Aviation Attorney

J (952) 2381060
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they don’t have access to 100LL.”
Klapmeier commented briefly on the
need for diesel and alternative fuels.

While CAIGA has indicated that
it wants to see the entire industry
grow, they could suspend further
development of the Vision SF50 jet
if company officials do not feel it is
profitable. They are in the midst of
examining all of the financials before
they make a decision about the jet’s
future. Klapmeier noted that there are
currently 420 orders for the personal
jet.

Looking beyond the jet and current
line of SR20s and 22s, Klapmeier
envisions an aircraft between the
SR22 and the Vision SF50 jet, and
something beyond the jet.

When asked about Cirrus’ Light
Sport Aircraft, Klapmeier said that
they hope to get back into the LSA
market, and briefly commented on the
success of Cessna’s Skycatcher. “It
all depends on the new owners,” said
Klapmeier, whether or not Cirrus will
get back into the LSA market.

When asked that if returning to the
company’s original goals meant that
Alan would be coming back to Cirrus,
Klapmeier said, “There are no plans
to bring Alan back to Cirrus. He has
his own program going,” referring to
the cabin-class turboprop “Kestrel.”

The press conference began with
the introduction of the family that
purchased the 5000th Cirrus aircraft.

Joe and Connie Whisenhunt
of Little Rock, Arkansas, were in
Hartford, Conn., attending the AOPA
Summit for a special presentation of
their new Cirrus Perspective SR22T,
N5000J. This purchase is the fifth
Cirrus aircraft they have owned.
Whisenhunt, a real estate investor who
began flying in 2009, also has an early
production position for the Cirrus
Vision SF50.

“When we started, we dreamed
of building airplanes that made
people’s lives easier and better,” said
Klapmeier. “Five thousand aircraft
later, we’re proud of this achievement
and we will continue to improve upon
that dream.” a
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Klapmeier & Honeywell To Power Kestrel Turhoprop

Kestrel Aircraft Chairman & CEO, Alan Klapmeier, with a mockup of
the Kestrel turboprop and the Honeywell TPE331-14GR engine that will
power it.

DULUTH, MINN. — Kestrel Aircraft Company has
selected the Honeywell TPE331-14GR engine to power its
new all-composite, single-engine, pressurized turboprop
aircraft. The Kestrel mission is to combine high cruise
speed and long range, while carrying large payloads in
and out of short runways, with particular attention to ease
and cost of operation. The TPE331-14GR produces 1759

Lucasfilm’s Red Tails Will
Take Flight January 20, 2012

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. — A high-

- flying action epic inspired by the heroic

exploits of the first all African-American

aerial combat unit, the Lucasfilm Ltd.

' production of “Red Tails” will launch on

January 20, 2012, released by Twentieth

Century Fox. Red Tails stars Oscar®

winner Cuba Gooding, Jr. (Jerry Maguire).
“I’ve wanted to do this film for a great many years,”

said George Lucas, executive producer of Red Tails. “The

Tuskegee Airmen were such superb pilots that it was

essential for us to create visual effects that would live up

to their heroism and put audiences in the cockpit with

them. They became the best of the best—the top guns. It

is an honor to bring to the screen a story inspired by their

heroics.” Q

Cuba Gooding, Jr.

thermodynamic
horsepower,
but the Kestrel
will flat rate
the engine to
approximately
1000 shaft
horsepower, to
allow for better
high altitude,
high temperature performance.

Kestrel Chairman and CEO, Alan Klapmeier, noted that
equally important in their decision to select the Honeywell
powerplant was to find a company that would be a good
team member.

Klapmeier left Cirrus Aircraft in 2009 after he was
unsuccessful in acquiring the Cirrus Vision SF50 personal
jet program. He became CEO of Kestrel in 2010. The
Kestrel is in the same class as a TBM 850 and can compete
in the light jet market in speed and efficiency. The six to
eight-seat, all-composite aircraft cruises at speeds around
350 kts up to 31,000 feet. The company is headquartered
in Brunswick, Maine, with additional offices in Duluth,
Minnesota (www.kestrel.aero). a
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Greator of International Women’s Aviation Event
Honored With AOPA’s “Let’s Go Flying Award”

HARTFORD,
CONN. — The
Aircraft Owners
and Pilots
Association
honored Mireille
Goyer of Delta,
B.C., Canada,
with the 2011
Let’s Go Flying
Award at ceremonies September 24
during the AOPA Summit for her
worldwide efforts to draw women into
aviation.

In late 2009, she was searching
for events marking the Centennial of
Licensed Women Pilots (March 8,
2010) in which she could participate.
To her dismay, she found none.
Determined to not let this important
milestone for women pilots go
unnoticed and uncelebrated, she

Mireille Goyer

BRACKETT
TOWBARS

CESSNA 150
THRU
GULFSTREAM V

plus
HELICOPTER

(928) 757-4005
FAX: (928) 757-1948
E-Mail: brackett@ctaz.com
Website: www.brackettaircraft.com
BRACKETT AIRCRAFT CO., INC.
7045 Flightline Dr. ¢ Kingman, AZ 86401

launched a worldwide campaign and
encouraged pilots everywhere to
introduce a girl or a woman to flying
as a salute to Raymonde de Laroche
earning her pilot certificate in 1910.
As a result, more than 1,600 girls
and women in 36 countries on four
continents discovered aviation. She
subsequently launched the annual
Women Of Aviation Worldwide
Week initiative in 2011 as the world
celebrated the 100th anniversary of
International Women'’s Day.

Goyer holds single and multi-
engine ATP certificates in the United
States and an ATPL license in Canada.

The Let’s Go Flying Award honors
the individual or organization that
best demonstrates the passion and
commitment needed to ensure the
future of general aviation by ensuring
that there are pilots to fly. a

AIRCRAFT

Gessna Launches New
Light Business Jet: Citation M2

WICHITA, KAN. — Cessna Aircraft
Company has launched the Citation
M2, a new light business jet that fills
the gap between the Citation Mustang
and the Citation CJ family.

With room for two crew and up
to six passengers, the $4.195 million
Citation M2 has a maximum cruise
of 400 kts true airspeed and a range
of 1,300 nm. The aircraft can operate
at airports with runways as short as
3,250 feet and will climb to 41,000
feet in 24 minutes. Q
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www.midwestflyer.com
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MidwestFlyer
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(L/R) Bob Carlton and John Monnett debrief
following the SubSonex jet’s first flight.

SubSonex Jet Makes First Flight

OSHKOSH, WIS. — Sonex Aircraft,
LLC has announced that the
SubSonex jet aircraft prototype,
JSX-1, made its maiden flight on
August 10, 2011 at Wittman Regional
Airport in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. The
SubSonex was piloted by air show
performer and owner of Desert
Aerospace LL.C, Bob Carlton. The
flight lasted approximately 14 minutes
and focused on exploring the low-

end of the aircraft’s speed envelope,
including stalls, and a low approach in
the landing configuration.

Bob Carlton is best known for his
air show performances with the Super
Salto jet sailplane, and is the developer
of the “Bonus Jet” two-seat glider. The
engines used on Carlton’s aircraft are
the same as that used on the SubSonex,
the PBS TJ-100. a

Taylorcraft Front & Rear Spars
Now Approved For Production

LYONS, WIS. — Aero Fabricators, the
manufacturing division of The Wag-
Aero Group, now has FAA approvals
for the Taylorcraft front and rear spars
and are a direct replacement for front
spar OEM P/N B-AS87 and rear spar
OEM P/N B-A88. Spars are complete
with Phenolic bushings (installed) and
two coats of spar varnish. Available
in Sitka Spruce for $750.00 each and
Douglas Fir for $675.00 each. To
order or for additional information,
call 1-800-558-6868, or refer to www.
wagaero.com or store.wagaero.com.U



by Geoff Sobering

his year was the
25th anniversary
of the Quad Cities

Airshow, June 18-19,
2011. Ken and Margi
Hopper, along with the
rest of the organizing
committee, really “pulled
out all the stops” for the
show. One evidence of
their success was being
designated a “Tier One”
event in the Navy’s year-
long “Centennial of Naval
Aviation” celebration. Of
course, the Navy’s Blue
Angels demonstration
team headlined the show.

Fitting with the
celebration of 25 years,
the list of performers was long and varied, with something
for everyone. Part of the Blue Angels team is the “Fat
Albert” C-130 capability demonstration. The Air Force
F-15 Strike Eagle demo team and Vlado Lenoch’s P-51
“Moonbeam McSwine” performed a “Heritage Flight.”
Mike Wiskus and the Lucas Oil S-2C Pitts Special
performed “high energy” aerobatics. The “E-Team”
skydivers jumped into the show wearing their signature
Elvis costumes. Bob Carlton showed what a jet-powered
Super Salto sailplane can do, and Clyde Zellers flew his
elegant SNJ-5 aerobatic routine. One jet-powered truck
wasn’t enough for a silver anniversary, so the show had
two: Les Shockley in his Peterbilt “Shockwave” and Neil
Darnell in his S-10 pickup. John Mohr was there with
his stock Stearman, along with Roger Buis and “Otto the
Helicopter.” Those two together at the same show can only
mean that Todd Green would also be there for the “biplane-
to-helicopter transfer” act. The University of lowa’s two
L-29 flight research aircraft flew a “close air support”
demonstration with J&M Displays providing the pyro.
Rounding out the aerial acts was Dan Buchanan with his
hang-glider aerobatics performance. Quite the lineup, and
quite the show!

On the ground, things were busy, too. There were many
aircraft on static display, from C-47 “Dakota” transports, to
a Fouga Magister jet.

Attendance was record-breaking with more than 70,000
people attending Saturday alone. The southwest half of the
show-line was packed with general admission fans, and the
northeast part was full of spectators in corporate chalets.
Everybody had a great view of the show.

producing the Quad Cities Airshow
with his wife, Margi.

Fry~Ins, AIR SHows & SpeciaL EVENTS

Quad Cities Airshow - Gelebrating 25 Years!

F

The weather wasn’t
picture-perfect, with overcast
skies on both days. The
ceilings prevented the Blue
Angels and F-15 from flying
their “high show” routines,
but I think the low/flat shows
actually keep the planes in
front of the crowd a bit more.
The cloud cover also helped
the viewing because with
the show-line aligned with
Runway 15/33, the afternoon
sun was on the far side of the
aerobatic box and could have
been in people’s eyes for
most of the show.

This was my first time in Davenport, but after seeing the
results of all the hard work the show’s organizers put in, I

¢ suspect I’ll be coming back next year!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Wingwalker Todd Green, 48, was killed
August 21, 2011, while performing at Selfridge Air National
Guard Base in Harrison, Michigan. ]
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EAA ARVENTURE

EAA AirVenture - Always Something For Everyone!

by Jim LaMalfa

t is an understatement to say
Ithat this year’s EAA AirVenture

Oshkosh, July 25-31, 2011 at
Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh,
Wis., had something for everyone.
Hundreds of homebuilts, warbirds
and vintage aircraft to see during the
day, combined with the best musical
entertainment at night, including REO
Speedwagon, Aaron Tippin, and Gary
Sinise & The Lt. Dan Band, gave
EAA AirVenture 2011 all the right
ingredients.

My sons and I started our walking
tour of AirVenture 2011 on July 28th
at the main gate. The Light Sport
Aircraft (LSA) and other certificated
aircraft made by Piper, Cessna, and
long-standing venerables of general
aviation, greeted us on the way to
ConocoPhillips Plaza.

The first LSA we came to was the

=y
0

Farmers Insurance Airship, the largest airship
in the world, is owned and operated by Airship
Ventures of Moffett Field, Calif. The Zeppelin
NT airship is 246 feet long -- 15 feet longer
than a standard Boeing 747, and 50 feet longer
than the largest blimp currently operating.

Dave Weiman

fiberglass C4 Early Bird Special made
by Flight Design USA , N155RA. It
is made of Kevlar and carbon fiber
construction and features an all-glass
instrument panel. The CTLS is a
two-place LSA made in Germany and
is powered by a 100 hp Rotax engine
with a 2000-hour TBO. Also on
display was a full sized model of the
new four-place CTLS C4.

Pilatus, the Swiss aircraft
company, displayed their sleek
propjet. Piper had their “Mirage” on
display with auxiliary fuel tanks and
the latest Archer III. Walking toward
ConocoPhillips Plaza we took note of
the Aviat “Husky “A 1C, sometimes
called a Super Cub on steroids. The
Husky was wearing wide, thick skis
surrounded by cotton “snow.” Cirrus
aircraft featured their SR22 in Air
Force blue, as well as an assortment of
other models.

Two helicopters were keeping each

Congratulations
Wisconsint Aviation
On 30 lYears of Service

70 Jhe Wisconsin Aviation Community

l
l
WISCONSIN
AVIATION

“Our customers, friends, and employees
have helped us reach this milestone. Thank

Celebrating 30 Years

you!” Jeff Baum, President & CEO
Wisconsin Aviation-Madison Wisconsin Aviation-Watertown Wisconsin Aviation-Juneau
Dane County Regional Airport (MSN) Watertown Municipal Airport (RYW) Dodge County Airport (UNU)
800-594-5359 800-657-0761 920-386-2402

wisconsinaviation.com
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other company, one an experimental
version; the other, the Enstrom 480B.
Enstrom helicopters are made in
Menominee, Michigan and the factory
rep told me they have 200 workers
building aircraft as fast as they can
and they need to add 50 more people
to meet demand, which is nice to hear
nowadays. The aircraft in demand is
the military version, which is being
ordered in goodly numbers by Japan
and Thailand.

The “Champ” is alive and well
in its current version made by
the American Champion Aircraft
Company. They also build the Citabria
and Decathlon aerobatic aircraft, and
Scout utility aircraft.

One may perhaps recall the rather
flimsy-looking gyrocopters that would
buzz about the ultralight airfield at
the extreme south end of Wittman
Field. No more! The homebuilder can
buy Sportcopter II for around $65K
in three kits and still comply with
FAA rules that require the builder to
construct 51 percent. This machine is
nothing if not muscular, powered by
the Lycoming IO 360 200 hp engine.
The Sportcopter II also features
sturdy main struts and a castoring
nose wheel. The Sportcopter II cruises
around 100 kts. The landing footprint
for this autogyro is 20 feet, near
helicopter performance.

Another homebuilt with utility
performance on display was the
Sportsman, sporting huge muskeg
tires designed to land in marshy areas,
the Alaskan pilot’s friend no doubt.
The company claims you can build it
in two weeks.

Lancair displayed their turbine
propjet “Evolution” that can take off
and land in 1,000 feet, and cruise
at 300 kts at 28,000 feet. With this
aircraft in your hangar, who needs the
airlines?

Ettore Bugatti & His Race Plane

Many vistors to the EAA
AirVenture Museum have been
impressed with the sleek Bugatti
100 air racer that hung from the

\ils

Boeing 787 Dreamliner

ceiling since 1996 in the Fergus Plaza
directly opposite the main entrance.
Bugatti came from an artistic Milanise
family, but he turned his creative
powers loose on racecars and engines.
Bugatti’s racecars dominated racing
before and after WWI, but he decided
to take on the Germans in air racing as
well. He designed a modernistic, for
the 1930s, v-tailed racer, powered by
two of his auto engines turning two
contra-rotating propellers. The aircraft
was designed for the Deutsche del
Muerthe Cup Race, similar to the U.S.
Thompson Trophy Air Race.

When the Germans invaded France
in 1940, the racer was moved from
Paris to a rural farm and stayed there,
forgotten for 30 years. It eventually
ended up being acquired by the
EAA Museum and was restored sans
engines. Now a group of Americans
are bent on building a replica and

flying it. I chatted with team leader
Scotty Wilson at AirVenture 2011.
“There’s a lot of myth surrounding
the aircraft,” Scotty commented. “I
don’t think Bugatti hid it, but people
in the late 1930s did recognize that
it was a very advanced design. This
is the first airplane that had a zero
drag cooling system. The radiator
is submerged inside the fuselage
and predates the P51 by three years.
Another feature that is unique are
automatic flaps that sample air speed,
manifold pressure and automatically
sets the flaps. The airframe was
designed by Louis D de Monge. The
prototype never flew. A living witness
states that once they got the engines
installed, they never started the
engine. The pilot who was going to fly
the airplane was a WWI fighter ace
named Maurice Arneau, also a race
pilot. He was shot down and killed in

920-386-2636

BEAVER AVIATION, INC.

SpPeciaLIZING IN
+* Annual Inspections
= Aircraft Restorations & Repairs
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Bob Hoover being interviewed by actor/pilot,

David Hartman, at Theater in the Woods.

the early days of WWIIL. Two contra-
rotating propellers pulled the aircraft.
There were two motor shafts, one
inside the other, feeding power from
two engines — one behind the other
just behind the pilot. The airplane is
structurally complete now. All of the
parts are either in the hangar waiting
installation or in the pipeline. If EAA
gets the gearbox, which is being built
in England, it should fly by the end of
the year. Donations accepted: www.
bugettil00p.com.

The v-tail on the 100 racer has two
fins canted up and a third down and
vertical, in what wind tunnel tests in
the 1980s proved is the most efficient
arrangement. The wings are swept
forward. The aircraft was entirely
built of wood and used two Bugatti
50B engines rated at 450 hp at 4500
rpm. The new replica actually uses
main gears from the original aircraft.

Eagle River Union Airport
Your Full-Service airport in the Northwoods
EGV - Eagle River, Wisconsin

Restaurants & hotels nearby
Clean courtesy car
After-hour service
Overnight hangars
Preheat & ground power
Flight planning room
Pilot lounge w/ Direct TV

IFEUELICELLS)

Eag!e Fuel Celis

Bob Hoover’s P-51 “Ole Yeller.”

Bob Hoover & Burt Rutan Tributes

Air show legend, Bob Hoover,
was honored on July 26th during the
air show with a special flight of his
P-51 Mustang “Ole Yeller,” along
side an Fw 190, the aircraft in which
Hoover stole in a daring escape from
a German prisoner of war camp
during World War II. Additionally,
well-known aircraft restorer, Bob
Odegaard, flew a tribute to Hoover
in a Shrike Commander. It was a
good effort on Odegaard’s part, but
not nearly the air show performance
that Hoover once flew. Hoover had
a packed crowd of admirers that
evening at Theater In Woods to hear
his tales of combat flying, air racing,
test flying, and air show performing.

Thursday, July 28th was designated
as a day to pay tribute to aviation
legend and aircraft designer, Burt
Rutan. Rutan has retired from Scaled
Composites, Mojave, California,
but not from designing new aircraft.
Some of his aircraft were parked at

ConocoPhillips Plaza, including his
sailplane, the model 77 Solitaire, twin
boom Boomerang, VariEze, Long Eze,
Williams International twin corporate
jet, Grizzly, and the Beech Starship, in
which he contributed to the concept.
Over 200 owners of Rutan-designed
homebuilts flew to AirVenture 2011
and were prominently displayed in

the homebuilt area south of air show
central. Rutan’s current project is his
“BiPod,” a roadable hybrid, gas-
electric flying car. Scaled Composites
is looking for a sponsor for the project.

“FiFi” - The Only Airworthy
Boeing B-29 Superfortress

Prominently displayed at
ConocoPhillips Plaza, “FiFi” was
welcomed back to Wittman Field
after a four-year renovation. The
Superfortress is owned by the
Commemorative Air Force (CAF),
based in Addison, Texas. FiFi last
appeared at AirVenture in 1995.

All Makes & Modols

W!INONA STATE UNIVERSITY

agle River, Wisconsin

Your Pathway To The Airlines

MGN Photo

lce machine . ) :
LR 7F 500-437-8732 While Landing An Education
NSVl Tel 715-479-6149 Fax 6344

Airport | tourist info 715-479-7442 or www.erairport.com
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B-29 Superfortress “FiFi.”

Homebhuilts & Warbirds of America

Some of the noteworthy homebuilt
manufacturers we saw as we walked
north toward the Warbirds of America
area were Sonex Aircraft’s X1
(N111X1), a single-place easy starter
for the first-time homebuilder; the
Bearhawk Patrol, a two-place STOL
140 mph cruise Cub clone; and the
StienAir Airboss, a composite twin
boom LSA that weighs in at 850 1bs.

As we entered the warbirds
paddock, there was an old friend,
“Glacier Girl,” the only P-38
Lockheed Lightning that was
salvaged from the Lost Squadron
that abandoned a flight of P-38s
and B17s in Greenland in 1943.
Nearby, EAA was honoring the U.S.
Navy’s Centennial with a number of
venerable WWII Navy aircraft and a
speaker in interview circle. On display
were two F4U Corsairs; the North

=

American B-25, “Devil Dog;” and a
Grumman “Avenger” dive bomber
with President George H. Bush’s
name on the fuselage.

Parked in the grass tie-down area
were more warbirds, such as a late
model Supermarine “Spitfire” with the
Rolls-Royce Griffon engine swinging
a five-bladed prop, a Grumman F4
“Wildcat,” and a newly manufactured
Focke-Wulf 190. At 98 percent the
size of the original Luftwaffe fighter,
Germany’s kitmaker Flug Werk says
its creation is better than the original.
Powered by an Asch 82 14-cylinder,
double row radial engine that
generates 1900 hp, the kit includes
tail-wheel assembles from the original
birds. Lighter than the original, the kit
costs $760,000 plus the cost to finish
the project. But if you just have to
have an almost real Focke-Wulf 190,
well you know where to get one. Rudy
Frasca owns the Focke-Wulf 190 that
was onsite at EAA AirVenture 2011,

A “Legacy Flight’” featuring (L/R Top/Bottom):
Vought F4U Corsair, McDonnell Douglas F-18
Hornet, North American T-2 Buckeye, and
McDonnell Douglas A-4 Skyhawk. The aircraft
fly-by was in recognition of the “Centennial of
Naval Aviation,” the theme of EAA AirVenture
Oshkosh 2011.

and he owns two more kits, along with
a stable of 38 aircraft including a P-40
Warhawk, two Spitfires, and an FM2-
Wildcat. Nice!

Electric Flight

GE-sponsored the second
annual electric aircraft symposium,
Friday, July 29th and Saturday, July
30th during AirVenture. The two
symposiums featured notable aviation
experts in electric flight such as Dr.
Dale Carlson, GE Aviation’s executive
for Advanced Engine Systems, and
Sergei Sikorsky, son of Sikorsky
Aircraft founder, Igor Sikorsky. One
new addition to the electric-powered
aircraft in the GE expo building was
the “Electra One,” made by PC-Aero,
a German company. The aircraft flew
on Saturday, July 30th. The Lindbergh

24 Hour Self-Sér\ﬁuéi ;z\-ccepting\/isa&? Mastercard,
Hangar Space Available
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Low Fuel | =
Prices i,
|
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A German Nazi re- enactor W|th the replica
Focke-Wulf Fw 190.

prize for Electric Aircraft Vision was
given to PC-Aero on July 29th.

In Conclusion...

The world’s largest airship was
at AirVenture 2011; also the first
public showing of Boeing’s new 787 A replica Focke-Wulf Fw 190, which is owned by Rudy Frasca of Urbana, lllinois.
“Dreamliner;” a replica of the Curtis-
Eley pusher, built by Bob Colbaugh,
the original being the first aircraft to Artwork Supports EAA Young Eagles Program
make a carrier landing on the deck of
the U.S. Navy’s U.S.S. Pennsylvania

Gathering of Eagles Raises $2 Million

in San Francisco Bay on January 18, OSHKOSH, WIS. — Aviation artist,
1911. Michelle Rouch, donated a painting
EAA AirVenture 2011, like to EAA Young Eagles, which was
previous versions, is the world’s auctioned off as a “President’s
premier aviation event with something  Choice” item at the annual EAA
for anyone interested in aviation. Gathering of Eagles fundraiser held
Good show, EAA! a during EAA AirVenture-Oshkosh

 AIRCRAFT ENGINE HEATING MADE EASY!

E-Z HEAT, Inc.

Aviation artist, Michelle Rouch, with her Naval

_}4 s '¢ 7 gp 4 !s ' s ’9g4_ Aviation Centennial Commemorative painting.

AIRCRAFT ENGINE PRE-HEATER

End your cold weather starting problems and reduce

pre-mature engine wear with PROVEN E-Z Heat Engine Pre-Heater C ive” is 2 heroic ab
* Heats ENTIRE engine in about 4 hours, through conduction, the safest means of heat transfer available. ) ommemgratwe .1s.a eroic a §tract
G« FAA accepted, No STC or 337 form required. interpretation depicting daredevil

"« Easiest to instalof any pre-heat system. pilot Eugene B. Ely flying his Curtiss

in August 2011. The painting titled
“1911 Naval Aviation Centennial

« Thermostatically controlled, compared to Pusher, marking the U.S. Navy’s first
Kjth%r preheafterls whti)ch are not. l landing on the USS Pennsylvania
o danger of oil carbonization. m J 18. 1911. The painti
« NEW Double insulated engine blanket on January s, %= © painting,
. which was done in recognition of the
& prop covers now available. . o
E-Z HEAT, Inc. , ) , | 100th anniversary of Naval Aviation,
For more information, call or see website

779 Lakeview Dr., Chetek, WI 54728

Fax: 715-024-4401 1-800-468-4459 www.e-zheat.com

11 MODELS - BECAUSE EACH ENGINE IS DIFFERENT!

went for $5,000. This year’s EAA
Gathering of Eagles event raised over
$2 million. d
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The Rutan Brothers Stole Our Hearts, But Gave Us Dreams

by Dave Weiman

OSHKOSH, WIS. — Without a doubt,
brothers Burt and Dick Rutan stole
the hearts and minds of every EAA
member that sat in the 500-seat
capacity Theater In The Woods, July
28,2011 during EAA AirVenture.
Their daring and accomplishments,
the genuine friendship and love of
fellow aviators, and their contributions
to aviation, aerospace, and mankind
enamor EAA members — me included.
Burt and his crew on stage
included the chief engineer and
president of Rutan’s company, Scaled
Composites, Doug Shane; the first
commercial astronaut, Mike Mellville;
and career Air Force officer and test
pilot — Rutan’s brother, Dick Rutan.
Emcee Steve Buss of EAA took
us through Rutan’s career since he
debuted the “Vari-Eze” in 1975. Then
there was the Long-Eze, StarShipOne
and Two, White Knight and White
Knight II, and now the Virgin Atlantic
Global Flyer. Rutan and his team did
all of this, including reaching outer
space, on limited funds, often — as

brother Dick stated — to the point

of not having enough food in the
refrigerator. In 1984, Dick and then
girlfriend, Jeanna Yeager, raised
money $20.00 at a time, selling prints
of the Rutan Model 76 Voyager, for
their 28,000-mile journey around the
world.

The tales told that night were more
than excerpts out of Rutan’s new
book, “Race To Space.” They were
riveting and truthful accounts of really
what went on at Scaled Composites in
the early days.

Commercial astronaut Mike
Mellville took us through his
adventures with both of the Rutan
brothers, and commended Burt Rutan
for hiring someone like him who
lacked any formal training in math
and physics, and no college degree.
But Mellville has the intellect and
enthusiasm Rutan admired. He also
accepted assignments and risks “that
no good government paid test pilot
would have accepted.”

During a question and answer
period, someone asked Burt Rutan
about the long sideburns he is known

Burt Rutan being interviewed by Steve Buss
of EAA in Theater in the Woods.

for: “I wear my burns as long as I
do out of respect for the King!” said
Rutan.

Founded in 1982 by Burt Rutan,
Scaled Composites, LLC is an
aerospace and specialty composites
development company located in
Mojave, California, about 80 miles
north of Los Angeles. a

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker
Proclaims July 25-31, 2011 "AirVenture Week"

(L/R) EAA President Rod Hightower with
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker.

OSHKOSH, WIS. — Wisconsin
Governor Scott Walker visited EAA
AirVenture in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
July 26, 2011, to proclaim the week

“EAA AirVenture Fly-In Week.”

EAA President Rod Hightower
presented Gov. Walker with a
plaque expressing the organization's
appreciation. It was the first time that
a Wisconsin governor had visited EAA
AirVenture in 8 years, since Governor

Most Thoroughly Applied Heating Method Avallable
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Scott McCallum was governor. Before
that, former Gov. Tommy Thompson
regularly attended the event.

The plaque reads: “Thank you,
Governor Scott Walker, for your
support of EAA, AirVenture and the
state’s tourism industry.”

“Governor Walker recognizes that
AirVenture is a crown jewel,” said
Hightower. The event has an annual
economic impact of $110 million in
the state of Wisconsin.

In an exclusive interview, Gov.
Walker told Midwest Flyer Magazine
that EAA AirVenture is important to
the state of Wisconsin for tourism,
jobs and economic development.

“I have personally been a fan
of EAA AirVenture for years,” the
governor said. “Each year, I would
take my son to AirVenture on my
2003 Harley Davidson ‘Road King’
motorcycle to celebrate his birthday.

Today, flying in as governor of the
state of Wisconsin was very special.”

¥ ok el bl
Wisconsin Secretary of Tourism Stephanie
Klett with Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker.

Dave Weiman

Accompanying the governor
was Wisconsin Tourism Secretary
Stephanie Klett, who like the
governor, has attended EAA
AirVenture many times. Sec.

Klett first attended AirVenture
approximately 20 years as “Miss
Wisconsin.” Sec. Klett then went

on to host the radio and television
program “Discover Wisconsin,” until
her appointment as secretary in 2011.
Sec. Klett announced in July the
addition of 6200 new tourism jobs in
Wisconsin in 2011.

Sec. Klett said that the State of
Wisconsin is committed to supporting
and promoting EAA AirVenture, the
largest one-week tourist attraction in
the state.

Both the governor and secretary
had the opportunity to meet renowned
air show performer Bob Hoover, who
was honored during EAA AirVenture.d

Air Show Performer
Michael Wiskus
Starts With Tanis

EDEN PRAIRIE, MINN. — Tanis
Aircraft Products has become a
sponsor of air show performer,
Michael Wiskus. The Lucas Oil S-2C
Pitts Special, which Wiskus flys, is
equipped with a Lycoming AEIO-540
engine.

Air show performer, Mike Wiskus, and his
daughter and publicist, Danielle, with the
Lucas Oil S-2C Pitts Special at the Tanis
display at EAA AirVenture 2011.

AIRCRAFT |
Aero Insurance

Serving MipwesT Aviation Since 1968
Representing All Major Companies
& Lloyd’s of London

Give Us A Call Before You Renew
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(262) 251-9460

or FAX (262) 251-7769 aeroins@aol.com
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Aero Insurance, Inc. + N94 W15652 Ridgeview Drive « Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
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Tow & Renee Watry
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Wiskus swears by the Tanis
preheating system, which he says he
has been using for the past 36 years.

“Operating the Pitts or any of
my other aircraft in Minnesota in
the wintertime requires preheating
the engine,” said Wiskus. “When
you consider the cost of the engine,
having a good starting temperature is
very important, especially on initial
startups. The less time it takes to
warm the engine, the better I like it.

I like my engine temperature gauge
to indicate at least 100 degrees
Fahrenheit before I takeoff. Having a
Tanis preheater is essential equipment
— as essential as my parachute!”

“Michael Wiskus represents an
exciting segment of aviation,” said
Bob Krueger, President of Tanis. “His
enthusiasm for flying is unique, and
Tanis is proud to be an enabling part
of that.”

Wiskus was on hand to sign
autographs at the Tanis display at EAA
AirVenture Oshkosh 2011 in July. He
is the 2002 U.S. National Aerobatic
Champion and was a member of the
2004 United States Aerobatic Team

(www.TanisAircraft.com). a



Redbird Teams Up With King & Cessna
To Help Reduce Student Dropout Rate

Redbird’s ProFlight Academy.

OSHKOSH, WIS. —In a joint press
conference during EAA AirVenture,
July 29, 2011, King Schools and
Redbird Flight Simulations announced
that they have partnered to provide
simulator-centric flight training in
combination with Cessna’s scenario-
based training curriculum. This will
take place at Redbird’s soon-to-be-
opened ProFlight Academy flight
school and development laboratory.
Proflight Academy will be housed in
the new Redbird Skyport at the San
Marcos, Texas airport.

“Solving the two major problems
in general aviation, the student
dropout rate and the fatality rate,
requires this fundamental change in
the way flight training is conducted,”
said John King. “And this program is
designed to demonstrate how it will
work.”

“By utilizing Redbird full-motion
simulators with plus 200-degrees,
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Inside Redbird’s ProFlight Academy.

wrap-around visual systems, pilots
will be able to practice all VFR
private pilot maneuvers right in the
simulator, making the time in the
airplane more efficient since the
student will be simply demonstrating
what they have already learned in a
practical scenario-based situation,”
said Martha King.

“The goal is that by using scenario-
based training that makes abnormal
situations realistic, we will produce
pilots truly ready to be pilot-in-
command,”” added John King.

It was noted that as an industry,
we have “low-balled” the cost of
learning how to fly to get students in
the door. The flight simulator will not
only increase completion rates, but
will provide the student with a more
accurate cost figure.

AOPA President Craig Fuller
expressed his support for the
initiative, and discussed AOPA’s

Dave Weiman

Sl i

Jerry Gregoire, Chairman, Redbird Flight
Simulations, Inc. at EAA AirVenture.

research on student pilot retention.
“We looked at what was and was not
working,” said Fuller. “The flight
simulator will attract people to flight
schools.”

Pete Bunce, President of the
General Aviation Manufacturers
Association (GAMA) and a former
F-15 pilot, noted that the military
trains pilots to go from a flight
simulator to the cockpit, and “this
can work for GA.” Mark Patterson of
Cessna and Jerry Gregoire of Redbird
Flight Simulations, Inc., were also on
hand.

“We have all the big players
involved,” said John King. “This is an
industry initiative, not an FAA-driven
initiative.” Q
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The End of An Era...
Tom Poberezny Retires As Chairman of EAA & AirVenture

OSHKOSH, WIS. — In a surprise
announcement at 12:30 pm CDT,
July 26, 2011, at EAA’s Brown Arch
entryway during EAA AirVenture
Oshkosh, EAA and AirVenture
Chairman Tom Poberezny announced
that he was stepping down from those
positions effective August 1. EAA
President Rod Hightower assumed
those responsibilities on that date.

Poberezny has led EAA — now
in its 58th year — since 1989, when
he assumed the top position after his
father, Paul, retired from active day-
to-day involvement. He has served as
chairman of EAA AirVenture Oshkosh
for more than 30 years and assumed
the title of chairman emeritus upon his
retirement.

“The building blocks for the
continued success and growth for EAA
have been laid, and I look forward to
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Tom Poberezny

helping in new and different ways in
the years ahead,” said Poberezny.

Poberezny said he feels fit and
enjoys the work, but added: “Fresh
thinking and new ideas are the fuel
to propel us forward. EAA is well-
positioned to step into the future with
confidence, strong leadership and a
promising outlook.”

Commenting on Poberezny’s
decision, Dave Weiman, of Midwest
Flyer Magazine, said:

“EAA would not be where it is
today if it had not been for Tom

EAA Photo

Poberezny, who has been a catalyst in
uniting all aspects of general aviation
at one central meeting place. Tom has
also worked hard to create excitement,
and encouraged involvement by all
segments of general aviation, while
retaining the core values of the
organization, which has been no easy
task.

“Tom once told me that nothing
lasts forever, and his retirement from
EAA is symbolic of that reality.”

Weiman believes that Rod
Hightower is providing strong
direction to EAA as president, and will
do a good job as chairman of the board.

“Tom has left big shoes to fill, and
I’'ll work hard to do my best for our
members, our business partners, the
aviation community and the entire
Fox Valley area, especially Oshkosh,”
said Hightower.

Louie Andrew, vice president
of the EAA Board of Directors, said
the board unanimously passed a
resolution praising Poberezny for
his leadership in helping to make
EAA, the world’s leading aviation
association; and EAA AirVenture
Oshkosh, the world’s premier aviation
event. a

Major Staff Changes At EAA

OSHKOSH, WIS. — EAA has
announced several changes and
upgrades to its publications and
AirVenture planning staff.

Former Flying magazine editor-
in-chief, Mac McClellan, who last
year joined EAA as a contributing
editor, has been named the director
of publications, replacing Mary
Jones, who will remain with EAA as
executive editor of EAA publications.
EAA Young Eagles co-chairman,

Jeff Skiles, will begin contributing

a monthly column for Sport
Aviation based on his own aviation
experiences. EAA vice president,
Adam Smith — who previously was
responsible for the publications area
— has been named vice president of
AirVenture features and attractions.
Smith will assume many of the
responsibilities for AirVenture
previously performed by former
EAA President and Chairman, Tom
Poberezny, prior to his retirement on
August 1, 2011. Q

Piper Recruiting Employees

WICHITA, KAN. — Piper Aircraft is
actively seeking a number of qualified
and experienced aviation professionals
for its ongoing aircraft manufacturing
activity, and recently completed a
jobs’ fair in Wichita, Kan.

Most positions are for a variety
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of engineering disciplines, but other
positions are available as well.
Interested persons must submit their
resume online at jobs @piper.com
prior to being interviewed. All of the
positions being recruited are located
in Vero Beach, Fla., site of Piper’s
manufacturing campus. Contact Ellen
Sobczak, at (772) 299-2900. d



Paul Poberezny Gelebrates 90th Birthday At EAA Museum

OSHKOSH, WIS. — EAA members
were invited to celebrate EAA
Founder Paul Poberezny’s 90th
birthday on September 11, 2011 at
the “Founder’s Wing” of the EAA
AirVenture Museum. Poberezny
officially turned 90 years young
on September 14, 2011 — a special
moment in aviation history in
Wisconsin, the Midwest, and the
world! The last 90th birthday
celebration at Wittman Regional
Airport was in 1994 when noted
inventor, air racer, and longtime
airport manager, Steve Wittman,
turned 90. Poberezny was a featured
speaker at that event.

EAA members who flew in
were invited to park their aircraft
at the ConocoPhillips Plaza on the
convention grounds, which appeared
strikingly empty, compared with the
one week in July each year when
hundreds of thousands of people and
10,000-plus aircraft come together for
EAA AirVenture.

Welcoming guests to the luncheon
was EAA President Rod Hightower,
who spoke of Poberezny as the
“pathfinder” for many members.
Hightower said that Poberezny had
the dream of creating an aviation
organization for aircraft builders and
restorers, and let others dream with
him.

“Paul started a movement of
planes, but more so he started
a movement with people,” said
Hightower. “Tens of thousands of
hearts and minds.”

A number of friends were
invited to share stories they have of
Poberezny, including Louis Seno,
president and CEO of Jet Support
Services, Inc. (JSSI) in Chicago,
Illinois. Seno spoke of the “Corben
Baby Ace” displayed from the ceiling
of the Founder’s Wing with the name
“Mechanix Illustrated” painted on
both sides of the aircraft. Poberezny
painted the name of the magazine
on the plane, which appeared on the

EAA Founder Paul Poberezny.

cover of the magazine’s May 1955
issue. The feature article in that
issue featured Poberezny, who built
the plane, the Experimental Aircraft
Association, and the homebuilt
aircraft movement.

Lou Seno, Sr. read the article,
joined EAA, and decided to likewise
build a Corben Baby Ace, which was
flown between 1961 and 2005. The
Seno family has since placed the
aircraft on display at the “Vintage
Wings & Wheels” Museum in Poplar
Grove, Illinois.

Retired United Airlines Captain
Verne Jobst, who has held many
volunteer positions within EAA,
including flying EAA’s “Spirit of

--l.l__.- FE—— j
The Corben Baby Ace featured on the cover of

the May 1955 issue of “Mechanix lllustrated”
displayed overhead in the Founder’s Wing.

St. Louis” replica on tour between
1977-88 to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of Lindbergh’s flight
across the Atlantic Ocean, spoke of his
friendship and firsthand experiences
flying with Poberezny.

Jobst said to the crowd, “none of
us would be here today if it had not
been for Paul Poberezny.”

Jobst commented on Poberezny’s
skill as a pilot: “Paul can literally fly
anything, and do it right the first time,
including once landing a DC-8.”

When the FAA started requiring
“biennial flight reviews,” Jobst gave
Poberezny his first review. Reluctant
at first, Poberezny became a strong
advocate of the program.

Poberezny then spoke to the group
of friends and admirers: “You cannot
accomplish much if you don’t like
people,” said the elder statesman who
has long felt that he has learned more
about people than about airplanes
during his career.

Poberezny and his wife, Audrey,
and a group of friends started the
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organization in the basement of their Milwaukee, Wisconsin
home in 1953. Through the decades, the organization
expanded its mission to include antiques, classics, warbirds,
aerobatic aircraft, ultralights, helicopters, and contemporary
manufactured aircraft. Today, EAA’s fly-in convention,
EAA AirVenture, is a focal point for general aviation in the
world.

Poberezny said: “It’s been a wonderful life... the years
sure have gone by fast. I look forward to the next 90. I
think I will make a 180.”

Poberezny recognized both former and current EAA
board members, volunteers and his family for making EAA
what it is today.

“I idolized those who flew and maintained their own
aircraft,” Poberezny noted. “I guess that has been my life’s
work.”

The Founders’ Wing of the EAA AirVenture Museum
was open to all to view the many artifacts accumulated
over the years, including the original desk used by the
Pobereznys when they started the organization. g

Pilot/Actor, Cliff Robertson Remembered

PILOT/ACTOR, CIliff Robertson, who
lent his support to the Experimental
Aircraft Association (EAA) over the
years, and served as the organization’s
first EAA Young Eagles Chairman from
1992-94, died September 10, 2011 on
Long Island, New York, just one day
after his 88th birthday. Robertson began
flying at age 14 and had been an EAA
member since 1964 (EAA 18529). He
began his own flying career in southern California, biking
more than 10 miles each way to a local airport for flying
lessons, often paid for by working at the airport. This
background led him to fund the “Cliff Robertson Airport
Work Experience Program,” which annually offers young
people opportunities for summer internships at the EAA
Aviation Center at Oshkosh, Wisconsin.

Robertson was the 1987 recipient of EAA’s “Freedom of
Flight Award,” the organization’s highest honor.

In 1990, Robertson received an award for his
contributions to the air show entertainment industry.

Robertson owned a British Supermarine Mark IX
Spitfire in which Jerry Billing of Woodslee, Ontario, flew
in air shows for many years. The aerial demonstrations
gave millions of air show spectators the opportunity to see
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the aircraft perform aerial combat maneuvers and thus learn
about the heroic acts of veteran aviators like Billing, who
served with Squadron 19 in the Royal Air Force during
World War II.

Dave Weiman, President of Flyer Publications, Inc.,
had the honor of introducing Robertson at EAA’s Theater
In The Woods on August 1, 1990 during EAA AirVenture
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and kept in contact with him over
the years. Weiman described Robertson as a celebrity who
never forgot his roots in aviation, or his humanity.

Weiman recalled that when 19