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Minnesota Aviation Day At The Capitol
March 5, 2014
St. Paul, Minnesota

You Won't Want To Miss This Special Event!

On Wednesday, March 5, 2014, the Minnesota aviation "
community will meet at the State Capitol to visit with their
State Senators and Representatives to tell them how
important aviation and their local airports are to them and to
their local communities.

Anyone actively involved in aviation in Minnesota, and who
believes in the importance of their local airport, is
encouraged to participate:

Business Aircraft Owners & Operators - Corporate Flight Departments - Pilots - Aircraft Technicians
Aviation Support Service Professionals

The event will kickoff with a welcome continental breakfast at 9:00 a.m. in the Capitol (Room 316).
* Governor Mark Dayton has been invited to address participants.

At the welcome breakfast, each participant will receive a packet of materials containing handouts to be given
to legislators and also suggested talking points to be discussed during their visit(s).

Participants will have the opportunity to visit their State Senator and Representative(s).
At Noon participants will attend a box lunch meeting in the Capitol. Legislators will be invited to attend.

Hosting “Minnesota Aviation Day At The Capital” is the Minnesota Aviation Trades Association (MATA),
Minnesota Business Aviation Association (MBAA) & Minnesota Council Of Airports (MCOA).

In addition to attending yourself, you are encouraged to organize a “Plane Pool” or “Car Pool” of equally concerned persons.

Transportation from South St. Paul Municipal Airport/Fleming Field (SGS)
will be provided to all fly-in attendees who RSVP with their ETA to Glenn Burke, Airport Manager, at 651-554-3350.

To Participate Please Register On or Before January 16: $20.00. After January 16: $25.00. Fee Covers Lunch & Materials.
Contact Gordon Hoff, Executive Director, MBAA at gordon.hoff@comcast.net or call 651-398-4649.

See You March 5, 2014! Yl
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ON THE GOVER: Larry Kelley’s B-25J Mitchell Bomber "Panchito" as seen at

Oshkosh 2013. Of the 9,815 B-25s manufactured, Panchito was built by North American
Aviation in Kansas City, Kansas and delivered to the U.S. Army Air Force on February 16,
1945. The aircraft was used for pilot training at what later became Vance Air Force Base in
Oklahoma, and James Connally Air Force Base in Texas. Air National Guard units flew the
aircraft in New York, South Carolina and California between 1954-58 before it was sold to
civilians for use as a fire-bomber and orange grove sprayer before its restoration. Larry Kelley
bases Panchito in Georgetown, Delaware. Panchito was the lead aircraft among 11 B-25s to
fly at the 60th Reunion of the “Doolittle Raiders” in April 2002 in Columbia, South Carolina.
Complete story on the final toast of the Doolittle Raiders on page 19. MGN Photo by Mike Nightengale.
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Dialogue

Coming Together, Right Now, For You!

by Dave Weiman

istening

to the

Beatles’ hit
song of the ‘60s,
“Come Together,”
made me think of
what is happening
in the aviation
community right
now. But instead

Dave Weiman

of “coming together, right now, over me”
Or any one person or organization as
the lyrics might suggest, we are coming
together as an industry for the good of
all.

Hopefully, you are seeing this
happening as you participate in
seminars and conferences during
the year. Working in this industry
on a daily basis, I see this level of
cooperation growing.

For instance, you will read in this
issue an interview I had with newly
appointed AOPA President and CEO
Mark Baker. In that interview Mark
talks about how he is working with
representatives of all general aviation
organizations to come up with a list
of services provided by the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) that are
important to us, and a list of services
we can do without. Once we have
consensus among us, we can go to FAA
Administrator Michael Huerta and help
him prioritize services. The hope is that
once these cost-saving measures are
implemented, the FAA will save enough
money that mandated sequestration
cuts in the FAA budget — and increases
in user fees — won't be necessary.

In another article, you will read how
the directors of our state aeronautics
offices throughout the country meet
and discuss issues of common concern,
and share ideas. We all benefit from
this exchange of information and
cooperation.

Another article describes how several

organizations have come together to introduce state legislation to exempt aircraft
parts and maintenance from sales taxes, which is good for the state’s economy, good
for business, and good for you and me as consumers.

Elsewhere in this issue, you will read about state aviation associations and
individuals participating in “Aviation Day At The Capitol” events in their respective
states so they can meet with their elected officials and inform them as to how
important aviation and their local airports are to them and their communities.

When you read about the cooperation and work being done to represent your
interests in aviation, I encourage you to contact organizers and offer your assistance,

and financial support, and participate. Thank you and Happy Holidays! Q

2014 Minnesota Aviation Maintenanee Technician Conference

March 24-25, 2014 | Earle Brown Heritage Center
0 Earle Brown Drive | Brooklyn Center, MN 55430

www. regonline.com/ LT
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discover better.
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Aviation Law - On Your SiDE

FAA Publishes Clarification Regarding Fuel Reimbursement Exemption
For Charitable Medical Flights

by Greg Reigel

n
February
22,

2013, the FAA
published a Policy
Clarification on
Charitable Medical
Flights addressing
the reimbursement
of fuel expenses for
pilots.

As you may recall, 14 C.ER. 61.113
prohibits a private pilot from acting as
pilot-in-command of an aircraft that
is carrying passengers or property for
compensation or hire and, for any other

Greg Reigel

flight carrying passengers, a private
pilot may not pay less than his or her
pro rata share of the operating expenses
(fuel, oil, airport expenditures, or rental

fees). In order to pay less than his or her
pro rata share, the pilot would have to
hold a Commercial Pilot Certificate. As
a result, up until recently, private pilots
operating charitable medical flights
could not receive reimbursement for
their fuel, etc., without complying with
Section 61.113, which defeated the
purpose of a “charitable” medical flight.
However, Section 821 of the FAA
Modernization and Reform Act of
2012 addressed the situation and
now requires that the FAA allow an
aircraft owner or operator to accept
reimbursement from a volunteer pilot
organization, such as Angel Flight,
or Wings of Mercy, for the fuel costs
associated with a flight operation to
provide transportation for an individual
or organ for medical purposes. In order
to take advantage of this law, volunteer
pilot organizations have petitioned

the FAA for exemptions from the
requirements of Section 61.113(c) so
that their pilots can be reimbursed for
some or all of the expenses they incur
while flying these flights, since the
flights would otherwise be prohibited.

The FAA will issue these
exemptions if the applying volunteer
pilot organization complies with the
following conditions and limitations by:

1. Developing a pilot qualification
and training program;

2. Authenticating pilots' FAA
certification;

3. Requiring flight release
documentation;

4. Imposing minimum pilot
qualifications (flight hours, recency of
experience, etc.);

5. Requiring a Second Class FAA
Medical Certificate;

Contivvep On Page 13

THUNDERBIRD AVIATION

-

* Enterprise Car Rental, Courtesy Car,
Taxi & Limo Service

* Hotel Accommodations Nearby

* Conference Room

s Catering Services

www.thunderbirdaviation.com
fly@thunderbirdaviation.com

Two Convenient Locations...
Ftyine Crouo Airport (FCM) -
952.941,1212 4

‘CavstaL Airport (MIC)
763.533.4162

= 100LL & Jet A — NATA Safety 1st

& Phillips 66 Line Service-Trained Personnel
= Hangar Storage — Cold & Heated
» Aircraft Servicing & Maintenance

Nitrogen, Oxygen, Lavatory Services,
Vacuuming, Washing

Serving General Aviation Since 1962
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INSTRUMENT FLIGHT

GPS Approaches & WAAS,
Glide-Slope Intercepts & Portable Electronic Devices

by Michael J.
“Mick” Kaufman

n my
previous
column, I

concluded a series

' *  on the procedure
Michael J. Kaufman turn — when to
do one and how to eliminate doing one
illegally according to FAA protocol.

A short time ago, I received a phone
call from one of our readers, Bert
Gosch, the flying button box player
from La Crosse, Wis. We talked about
his music (which I enjoy) and GPS
approaches which gave me one of my
topics on the next series for my column
— GPS approaches and WAAS. Another
reader, Mick McMahon of Madison,

Wis., planted the seed for another topic

on glide-slope intercepts and the news
of allowing portable electronic devices
to be used during all phases of flight,
prompting a few additional comments
for this issue’s column.

It is hard to move forward on the
GPS approach topic without giving
some history on how we arrived at
where we are today in GPS navigation.
The approaches we are now doing are
mostly the result of one radio equipment
series — the Garmin 430/530 — and
for that reason I will be explaining
several approaches and how they are
accomplished on these two boxes in this
column and in several of the following
issues of Midwest Flyer Magazine.

We have moved forward from
the Garmin 430/530 with newer
technology, but these boxes will be the
gold standard in GPS boxes for many

years to come, as the King KX-170s
were several decades ago. I still see the
King KX 170 in many airplanes I fly;
they just keep on working.

Even though the overall vote goes
to the Garmin 430/530s, my favorite is
the Apollo CNX 80, later known as the
Garmin 480 after Garmin’s acquisition
of UPS technologies. There is a cult out
there of Garmin 480 fans, and I am one
of them.

Early in our transition away from
VOR and ADF navigation, there was
Loran C that filled a gap before GPS
gained its popularity, and there were a
few Loran approaches commissioned.
The next phase of GPS approaches
were overlay approaches, which used
existing approaches (VOR & NDB)
and configured them for use with the
GPS. I am not sure if there are any

Fack cut oo st strateaicalhs-|
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INSTRUMENT FLIGHT

overlay approaches still in use at T s
erlay app oo AT S,
this time. So much for the short _ e
history course on navigation! 2
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. .. i (£33 f
like to do. The decision should are ety
o zirpon,

be based on weather, wind
direction, runway in use,
published approach minimums
and direction from which you
are approaching the airport. A

review of the approach charts and
current weather are very helpful
at this point. If you are planning
a landing at a busy airport, the

ol b
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transition with an approach
clemnce fomm ATG

) we are not ready to go there at
that moment, we should have
just loaded the approach, not
activated it. There are a lot of
other details I will cover in the
next issue of Midwest Flyer
Magazine, but we have now
loaded a basic approach with a
transition and an initial approach
fix. The next issue will cover

Y, editing it and flying it.

Reader Mick McMahon sent
me some excerpts from another
publication and I thought them
interesting enough to dedicate
some space in my column to
comment. I am addressing this

ATIS will be advertising the
approach in use, but that does not
preclude the pilot from requesting
a different approach. At non-tower
airports, air traffic control will often ask
the pilot which approach he would like
to make and the initial approach fix or
transition desired. I mentioned above
checking several items to help you make
a decision on the approach to choose.

It is interesting that the minimums
for two LPV (Localizer Performance
with Vertical Guidance) approaches
to the same airport or runway can be
radically different. An example is the
LPV 09 for the Lone Rock, Wis. airport
(KLNR), which is 381 feet lower than
the airport’s LPV 27. If you were faced
with low minimums and light wind, my
choice would be Runway 09.

Once the approach has been selected,
we need to set them up on our Garmin
430/530s. With KLNR selected as a
Direct To waypoint or the destination
(last waypoint in a flight plan sequence),
we press the “procedures” button. The
GPS responds by offering us a list of
approaches to select. If we do not see the
one we wanted from the list, we scroll
down the list and the approach should
appear below.

After selecting the approach by
pressing “enter,” the next question the
Garmin asks us is how do we want to
get established on the approach? One of
the options listed is “radar vectors.” My
preference is never to select this option
unless it is 100% assured that we will

actually get radar vectors. The reason

I suggest this is because it is an easier
process to select a full approach and
amend it to vectors to final than it is to
reconfigure an entire approach sequence
should ATC make a last minute change,
or if they did not intend to give us
vectors to final.

If we study the approach charts
prior to choosing a plan of action, we
will notice that there may be several
initial approach fixes and transitions to
the selected airport.

If you read my previous series on
eliminating a procedure turn, you may
remember that all approaches begin at
an initial approach fix (IAF) with some
exceptions.

So let’s assume we choose an
initial approach fix (IAF) and there is
a transition taking us from an airway
intersection to it. We return to the
Garmin GPS, select it with the right
scroll knob, and hit the enter key. We
now can see what we have done and if
it looks good, we have two choices. ..
We can enter it into the current
flight plan (load) or activate it at this
moment. If we choose to activate it, the
GPS now plots our course from our
present position to the first waypoint
in the approach. If we had chosen and
activated vectors to final approach,
course guidance is discontinued and
the box will show the extended final
approach course in a magenta color. If
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topic with my thoughts, and
many of you may not agree with me.
You may email me with your opinions,
which I value. The argument here
is, when should we descend — and
to what altitude — on a precision
approach (approach with glide-slope or
vertical guidance).

This depends on two criteria:
clearance given by ATC and/or the
published altitude on the approach
chart.

Creating a scenario around the
approach chart in FIG 1, let’s assume
our final clearance was “Cessna N2852E
maintain 3,000 until established on
a published segment of the approach.

You are cleared for the RNAV/GPS

9 approach to the Lone Rock airport.
Report cancellation or down time on this
Srequency or through flight service.”

Putting the aircraft at the position
I depicted in FIG 1 at 3,500 feet MSL
when this clearance was received, when
may I descend below 3,500 feet, and
when would I as a pilot descend?
Looking at the approach chart, the
lowest altitude authorized for the
segment I am on is 3,000 feet. I would
descend to 3,000 feet after receiving
this clearance.

After passing “FINKO” — the
intermediate fix (IF) — the lowest
authorized altitude is now 2,600 feet.
The 2,600 feet indicates this with a
line under it in the profile view on the



chart. The underline below this
altitude on the profile view is the
minimum altitude allowed for

that segment of the approach. If

this were a mandatory altitude,

there would be a line above and

below that published altitcude

in the profile view on the chart. Here
is where the controversy comes in...
After the aircraft crossed FINKO,

the glide-slope should became active
and show that the glide-slope is above
the aircraft (a good thing). The chart
indicates that the aircraft may descend
to 2,600 feet for this segment, but I
would not do this. With the glide-slope
above me, I would wait for it to come
down to my altitude and center while
at 3,000 feet. I would then follow it
down from that point. In my opinion
on a stabilized approach, either with
the autopilot on or off; it eliminates
making an unnecessary pitch and
power change. While on the autopilot,
it gives the aircraft more time to get
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Figure 2

established on the descent profile as
well. This technique will not work on
an approach without a glide-slope with
multiple step down fixes, as you always
want to take advantage of being able
to reach the minimum descent altitude
as soon as allowed by the published
procedure. I also use this technique on
ILS approaches, as it makes a much
smoother transition to the descent
profile. I teach this procedure to my
instrument students and modestly
accepting some bragging rights, they
make good instrument pilots and fly
great precision approaches.

One extremely important point
I would like to add at this time may

be a lifesaver in low instrument

conditions on an ILS approach.

On the ILS 22 approach to Eau

Claire, Wis. (KEAU) (FIG 2),

it shows glide-slope intercept

at 2,900 feet with the aircraft

crossing the final approach fix
(FAF) at 2,866 feet. The final approach
fix (FAF) is depicted as 7.3 DME on
the frequency of 109.5 Mhz. This is
the spot where you can make a final
altimeter check; they should match
within a close tolerance. If they do
not match, you may be in trouble and
should make a missed approach.

Two items can cause an error
as I have found out; you have the
wrong altimeter setting or there is an
instrument error in the altimeter or
glide-slope indicator.

The last issue I wish to comment on
deals with use of “portable electronic
devices” in aircraft below 10,000 feet.
The airlines used to have a strict rule

Continvep ON PAGe 15
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Hica On HEeartH

How Much Sun Is Too Much - Or Enough?

by Dr. John Beasley, M.D
Aviation Medical Examiner
Professor Emeritus and Clinical Professor
Department of Family Medicine
University of Wisconsin - Madison

couple of recent articles said:
«

Sun

rotection

is vital for all” and
“If you don’t need
a flashlight, you
should be using
sunscreen.” Gimme
a break! Do you
really want to stay A
indoors all the John Beasley
time or slather on

goo whenever you go out? Many of us
enjoyed a fine time at last summer’s
AirVenture where there was lots of sun
and perhaps some of us got a bit extra.
Sunshine, like many things in life, is
fine — perhaps even good for us — in
moderation, but perhaps not in excess.

Sure, for most of us (especially those
of us with lighter skin) excessive sun
exposure does lead to accelerated ageing
of the skin, and it increases the risk
of skin cancers. And, for you younger
pilots, most sun damage is done in your
teens and 20s. Actually, by the time
one gets to “senior” status, most of the
damage has been done.

There are several conditions
associated with excessive sunlight. The
most common are actinic keratosis.
These appear as slightly roughened,
scaling spots, commonly on the face
or other sun-exposed areas. They feel a
little like sand paper. About 1 in 100 of
these can become skin cancers, and they
are most often treated with freezing to
get rid of them. Other treatments are
available, too.

Next up the list are basal-cell cancers.
They appear as non-healing spots often
on the face, but they can be found
nearly anywhere. They tend to have

a slightly raised border which has a
pearly appearance. Usually they can
just be excised and that’s the end of the
problem, as long as they are not allowed
to get too big. Spreading throughout
the body is exceedingly rare. About
80% of skin cancers are of this type.

Then we come to squamous cell
cancers. These tend to arise from the
actinic keratosis and most often are flat,
and again, non-healing areas. Generally,
just local excision or other treatment
takes care of them, although they can
spread. They should be treated while
they are still small and before there is
a risk of spreading. About 16% of skin
cancers are squamous cell.

Finally, comes the bad one —
malignant melanoma. These can spread
and kill and are about 4% of skin
cancers. They should be caught early.
Google up ABCDE Melanoma” and
you'll get both instructions and some
images of what these look like. If
caught early and excised, the cure rate
is around 95%. Melanoma tends to be

AIRCRAFT SUPPLY

Everything a Homebuilder Needs!

Oil Company

AVIATION FUELS
& LUBRICANTS

-Serving-

MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA

WISCONSIN

1-800-524-4666
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associated not just with sun exposure,
but with frank sunburn. There is also
some tendency to run in families. The
average person has about 1 chance in 50
of developing melanoma during their
lifecime. If you have light, easily burned
skin, a family history for melanoma and
a history of bad sunburns, you have
higher risk. At the same time, there is
a bit of a national neurosis developing
about sun exposure.

Last year during the summer, I got a
call from a nursing home asking if they

could have an order to apply sunscreen
to my 88-year-old patient before she
went outside. Good Grief! At 88, she
ought to just go outside and enjoy the
sun and not worry. More seriously, we're
also seeing more clinically significant
vitamin D deficiency and even perhaps
an increase in some diseases such as
multiple sclerosis (which may have
some possible link to inadequate
vitamin D).

There is also some evidence that
sunlight, especially in the winter, can

help alleviate some depressive symptoms.
(During the winter, I try to get my
exercise outside over the noon hour in
the sun when I can. It helps me to avoid
“seasonal grumpiness disorder”.)

So, it’s the sunburn that is really
bad. Moderate exposure isn’t so bad
(especially if you have darker skin) and
the damage done is limited. Broad-
brimmed hats, sunscreen use (slather it
on), and avoiding sunburn are helpful.
But don't be “solar-phobic” and live
indoors. Q

Aviation Law From Pace 8

6. Requiring the filing of an
instrument flight plan for each flight;

7. Restricting pilots to flight and
duty time limitations;

8. Requiring mandatory briefings
for passengers;

9. Imposing higher aircraft
airworthiness requirements; and

10. Requiring higher Instrument
Flight Rules (IFR) minimums.

Although these are the current
restrictions, the various volunteer pilot
organizations and Air Care Alliance
are continuing to work with the FAA
to reduce these burdens that are placed
on volunteer pilots, and organizations,
which reimburse fuel. Fortunately,
the FAA has indicated that it “will
continuously update these conditions
and limitations as necessary to best
ensure that these operations meet this

equivalent level of safety.” Hopefully,
those discussions will be productive

and meaningful. But for now, fuel
reimbursement should be available if the

conditions for the exemption are met.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Greg Reigel is an
attorney with Reigel Law Firm, Ltd., a
law firm located in Hopkins, Minnesota,
which represents clients in aviation
and business law matters (www.
aerolegalservices.com, 952-238-1060).
Email your questions or comments
to: greigel@aerolegalservices.com. Q4
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0ff & Running!

News & Information You’ll Want To
Know In Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, II-
linois, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
North Dakota & South Dakota

by Bryan Budds
Manager, AOPA Great Lakes Region

ith the
new
year
officially upon
us, AOPA is
again working
aggressively
to protect and
promote general

Bryan Budds

aviation in
legislatures across

the region. While most state lawmakers
are not returning to their offices until
the first weeks of January, AOPA has
been working behind the scenes on
legislative issues that are a priority for
our members in their respective states.
As we have seen in several other
states — all with AOPA support —
lawmakers are looking for ways to
strengthen their aviation sector and
in turn protect the tens of thousands
of aircraft maintenance jobs in their
state by passing sales tax exemptions
for aircraft parts and labor. In recent
years, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and
Minnesota have all passed similar forms
of exemptions.
Now, AOPA is setting our sights
on Wisconsin — working closely
with companies like Gulfstream and
Cessna, county economic development
organizations, and the entire cadre
of Wisconsin aviation organizations
to achieve passage of this important
exemption — completely eliminating
the sales tax on aircraft parts and labor
by early 2014. So, when you see (and
you will see them) an email from AOPA

Government Affairs asking you to
contact your Assemblyman or Senator
in Wisconsin to support the proposal
— please do! Local voices, in our entire
state advocacy, are critical!

Bug, as always, the legislative portion
of AOPA’s regional activity is only part
of the story — even when the legislatures
are in session. Under the new leadership
of AOPA President and CEO Mark
Baker, AOPA has committed to holding
up to six (6) regional events across the
country and is something I'm very
excited about.

At the time of the drafting of this
article, we have narrowed the focus to
a few outstanding airports across the
region to host these regional events
(one in just about every state in the
region) and are working with local
partners, airport managers, and many
others to find the best fit. By the time
you read this article, the locations of
these regional events will have been
announced, so please check www.aopa.
org/great-lakes-rm or twitter.com/
aopagreatlakes for up-to-the-minute
updates! 4

More Regional
& Grassroots
Interaction In 2014

News & Information
You’ll Want To Know In
Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska & lowa

by Yasmina Platt
Manager, AOPA Central Southwest Region

t was great ;; =
seeing many
of you at the !

AOPA Aviation
Summit in Fort
Worth in October.
Thank you for
making it a great
event! While it may
be our last AOPA
Summit for now, I am excited that
AOPA will be holding six “Regional

Yasmina Platt

Fly-Ins” around the country in 2014,
in addition to interacting more at other
grassroots events. It means I will get to
see more of you, more often.

The goal of an AOPA Regional
Fly-In is to create a positive, grassroots
relational experience for our members
and the local aviation community, to
promote the value of general aviation,
and to draw positive attention to
the local airport and its value to the
local community. Exact locations and
dates are expected to be announced in
January. Watch for your January issue of
AOPA Pilot Magazine for details.

We are currently in the pre-selection
process, identifying and contacting
airports, to ensure that we cover as
much of the country as we can, in areas
that are easy to get to and have all the
facilities and space we need. We are also
considering locations that are family
friendly and ideal spots for weekend
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getaways.

The events will be free to all
attendees and the public. They will be
held on Saturdays and we hope most
of you will fly in and bring friends and
family along.

While all seven regional managers
have been very involved since the
program started in 2012, this new
direction is going to give us an even
better opportunity to help fulfill
President Baker’s vision. To learn more
about the Regional Manager Program,
read Bob Minter’s blog: http://blog.
aopa.org/advocacy/meet-the-aopa-
regional-managers/. Bob is my
counterpart in the Southern Region.

To stay current on developments
in our region or your speciﬁc state,
visit http://www.aopa.org/Advocacy/
Airports-and-State-Advocacy.
aspx or follow me on Twitter @

AOPACentralSW. d



Gan you afford not to?
by Mark R. Baker
President & CEO
Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association

his week I received a letter from
T a pilot who told me that he was

joining AOPA because he wants to
do his part to support our efforts to put an
end to the unwarranted stops and searches
of general aviation flights by Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) agents.

He was appalled by reports that law
enforcement officers, sometimes with guns
drawn, were stopping, questioning, and
searching law abiding pilots on purely domestic GA flights. It
goes without saying that all of us at AOPA are appalled, too.

That's why we're working closely with our friends in
Congtess to put an end to these incidents and get some
answers to important questions like “What gives CBP the
authority to make these stops without probable cause or
reasonable suspicion of illegal activity? Why are GA flights
that never leave the country being monitored and searched by
the agency charged with protecting our borders? And why is
CBP suddenly making the records of these stops secret?”

I was pleased that our actions on this issue prompted

/)

Mark Baker

From AOPA HEADQUARTERS

another pilot to join AOPA. But it raises the question of why
every pilot—and every person who cares about GA—isn’t an
AOPA member.

Perhaps you don’t think you're affected by this issue with
CBP, so you don't feel the need to get involved. But AOPA is
engaged in protecting our freedom to fly on all fronts. User
fees, sequestration cuts at the FAA, the future of avgas, state
taxes on GA, and efforts to expand the driver’s license medical
standard are just a few of the issues AOPA is tackling today,
all with an eye to ensuring that general aviation is around for
us and for future generations of pilots to enjoy.

If you're actively flying these days, you know that you can
rely on AOPA to provide tools and services that make your
flying safer, easier, and more fun. But even if you're grounded
at the moment, you can count on AOPA to keep protecting
general aviation, and the interests of GA pilots, so that you
can get in the air again when you're ready.

Personally, I don't think any pilot can afford not to be a
member of AOPA. In a world where GA pilots are an extreme
minority and the threats come from every direction, every
member and every voice counts.

If you're already a member, thank you for standing up for
the freedom to fly. If not, consider adding your voice to the
chorus of pilots and aviation enthusiasts who want to keep
GA around today and for generations to come. Can you
afford not to?

(www.aopa.org) u

PortasLe ELEcTrONIC DEVICES FrROM PAGE 11
that all passengers turn off portable electronic devices during
the climb, final descent and approach (below 10,000 feet).
The news media has been talking about this and on a recent
flight to Richmond, Va., the flight attendant during her
safety briefing stated: “You do not need to turn off your portable
electronic devices, and we are the first airline to implement gate-
WOW!

For what it is worth from a guy who has worked with
electronics for a good share of his life, this decision by the FAA
and the airlines is a bad one. We don’t know what interference

to-gate use of portable electronic devices.”

could be generated by these devices that could cause an ILS
or autopilot deviation during an approach. The combination
of selected ILS frequency and two or three portable electronic
devices emitting so-called acceptable radiation, may overpower
or capture the ILS receiver. From my experience as the former
operator of a two-way radio shop and an amateur radio
operator, it is not worth the risk to allow these devices to be
used during the critical phases of flight — more supporting
comments in the next issue of Midwest Flyer Magazine.

Till then, blue skies and tailwinds!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Michael J. "Mick" Kaufman is a Certified
Instrument Flight Instructor (CFll) and the program manager
of flight operations with “Bonanza/Baron Pilot Training,”
operating out of Lone Rock (LNR) and Eagle River (EGV),
Wisconsin. Kaufman was named "FAA's Safety Team
Representative of the Year for Wisconsin" in 2008. Emalil
questions to captmick@me.com or call 817-988-0174. Q

Wipaire is now offering a range of new and overstock parts for sale
online. These include o variety of avionics, Cessna parts, Wipaire
parts, de Hovilland parts and other miscellaneous items.
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FLiGHT TRAINING

Checklists & Pilot Awareness

by Harold Green

henI
began
writing

this article, Runway
28 at San Francisco
International

Airport (KSFO)

had just reopened
after Asiana Airlines
Flight 214 landed
short and slow on
July 6, 2013, strewing
pieces of airplane and pilots’ reputations

Harold Green

across the runway.

After sorting out the inane, ignorant
comments of the TV reporters, it
appears there were four pilots on board.
The pundits made much of the fact that
the check pilot was on his first flight as
a check pilot and the pilot-in-command
was making his first landing at SFO in
a Boeing 777, never mind that both
wete very experienced pilots.

These wise reporters were able
to ascertain that more training was
required and more oversight was
mandatory — at least they did this after
learning that Runway 28 does not mean
that the plane was landing to the east.
This immediately brought to mind a
few other incidents.

First, an Air France aircraft crashed
into the Adantic while the pilots on
board reacted in a totally inappropriate

manner to recover from what they
obviously did not recognize as a stall.
The basic problem was ice blocking
of the pitot tubes and they did not
recognize that fact. According to the
recovered data and voice recorders, the
pilots kept trying to pitch the airplane
up, indicating they apparently did

not recognize the airplane was already
stalled.

On a different but related note,

a few years ago I had the privilege of
meeting and talking with a pilot who
had ejected from an F-15 at over 800
mph. It was a night training flight

over the Atlantic and while the cockpit
display told him all was well, he sensed
something wasn't right. His father had
taught him to fly in a light plane and
had preached to him to “Listen to the
airplane. It’s talking to you.” Even
though his cockpit instruments told
him all was well, he heard the wind
noise increasing and ordered an ejection
with only a few seconds to spare before
they would have hit the water.

The pilot’s radar observer was killed,
but he survived with serous injuries and
was picked up by a rescue helicopter as
the event had been detected via satellite
data link. It was later determined that
the problem was a software glitch in
the avionics. If he had followed the
electronic advice, he would have been
dead.

There was also the case of the
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miracle on the Hudson. A prime
example of a situation, which required
piloting skills, while perhaps covered
in training, could never be fully
experienced undil it happened and then
depended on the pilot being aware

of what his airplane was doing for its
successful conclusion.

Consider the training regimen that
pilots flying in airline and military
operations undergo. They are given
rigorous flight checks every six months.
They are put through simulator
exercises that would curl your hair and
they must react precisely in accordance
with the training manuals. In short,
these folks are trained to a very high
level. They must know the right
procedure for every circumstance that
the trainers can conceive of and they
must be able to apply those procedures
correctly with no delay.

While no training regimen can cover
every possible eventuality, these people
can hardly be assumed to be under-
trained. No one can know how many
accidents this training has prevented.
Yet, we still have occurrences as what
occurred in San Francisco.

In this discussion, I am not
attempting to assess the capabilities
or the judgment of the pilots because
thankfully I wasn’t there, nor have I
ever flown anything approaching the
performance of those aircraft, so I am
NOT qualified to judge the pilots
involved. Our goal is simply to look at
a possible view of the situation and how
it may apply to general aviation aircraft
operations.

Recently while talking to a pilot
flying for a manufacturer of high-
performance general aviation aircraft,
he told me his company, in an effort
to reduce the accident rate for their
airplanes, is initiating a concentrated
effort to ensure that instructors train in
accordance with procedures stated in
their flight operations manual (FOM).
A laudable goal, and it may actually
reduce the accident rate. However, it
has been my experience that flying
only by any written fixed procedure is
a good way to fly the airplane as long
as everything is going as planned. It



Time on the Hill

A huge part of what AOPA does is about representing
pilots before government leaders and decision makers.
In other words, advocacy.

Because we’re an advocacy organization, we have to go
where the action is—and that means spending a significant
amount of time in Washington, D.C.

Don’t get me wrong, we also spend a lot of time out in the
states, at airports, with pilot groups, and taking care of
business in our Frederick and Wichita offices. But some
things are best handled inside the beltway.

AOPA has long had an office near Capitol Hill. And since

taking this job, I’ve spent a good bit of time in the Capitol myself. I’'ve met with more than a dozen
senators and congressmen, spent time with the FAA administrator, and had meetings with leaders
from other agencies, too. There’s just no substitute for face-to-face discussions with the people whose
choices can change the way we fly.

If you’ve spent any time dealing with the government—whether that means paying your taxes or reading
the FARs —you know that government-speak can take years of practice and a law degree to master. But
a lot of that falls away when you can sit down across from someone and tell them about what matters to
members. Just as important, it gives you a chance to hear about what matters to them so you can find
the common ground where you can get things done. Not only do conversations like these let you get to
the meat of the issues quickly, they also let you build personal relationships—and that’s important when
you have to deal with tough issues like major funding cuts, reforming aircraft certification, and finding an
acceptable alternative to avgas.

| plan to spend a lot more time in Washington, and | think our work in D.C. is so important that I've
asked some of our headquarters staff to spend more time there, too. We have the best subject-matter
experts around, and having them work closely with our legislative affairs staff makes it easier for us
to give Congress and regulators the information they need to make decisions that will help, not hurt,
general aviation.

Vil S

Mark R. Baker
President & CEO, AOPA

*For more information on the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association and the issues that affect your flying go to www.aopa.org today.
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doesn’t seem to do much when things
aren’t going as planned. What's even
more worrisome is that the FOM
doesn’t usually give a clue as to how to

tell when things aren’t going as planned.

For example, I have had pilots
become extremely concerned when
the Visual Approach Slope Indicator
(VAS]) is out. They have apparently
cither forgotten how to judge height
and the touch down point visually, or
have not been following the approach
so they can adjust upon loss of specific
external visual guidance cues.

The point is, training in many
cases, emphasizes response to specific
situations often not emphasizing
the factors that create the situations
or the ability to recognize the onset
of the problem. It might be that we
would be well advised to spend more
teaching effort in overall recognition of
the conditions of flight. In this light,
consider two levels of flight training;
“education” and “training.”

BRACKETT
TOWBARS

FAX: (928) 757-1948
E-Mail; brackett@ctaz.com
Website: www.brackettaircraft.com
BRACKETT AIRCRAFT CO., INC,
7045 Flightline Dr. # Kingman, AZ 86401
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With respect to light aircraft at
least, education may be considered to
consist of teaching pilots to develop
an awareness and recognition of the
need to remain aware of their airplanes’
flight profile at all times, and what this
profile means in terms of safety. This
includes both awareness of the airplane’s
flight profile and the relationship to
instrument presentations.

Training then becomes the teaching
of the proper response to specific
situations as in the FOM. This is
certainly a necessary part of flying any
airplane — more so as the performance
and complexity of the airplane
increases.

Checklists and formal procedures
followed blindly are analogous to
the old saw about the lecture mode
of teaching: “The best way to get
information from the lecturer’s notes
to the student’s notes without passing
through the mind of either.”

We have all had the experience of
skipping an item on a checklist while
being sure we had accomplished the
task. Further, as instructors we have had
students do the same thing many times.
Of course we correct them. However a
nagging question remains as to what will
happen if a real emergency arises.

What will happen to the checklist
item, or the Operations Manual setting
then? Ever forgotten to raise the flaps
after take off and wonder why the
airspeed remains low and the trim is
way off?

It generally takes a lot longer to
recognize the cause than it should.
Remember, the airline cockpit has two
pilots so one can check the other. We
don’t have that advantage but, with
the flow sequence as described in the
next paragraph, by using the checklist,
combined with awareness of the flight
profile of the aircraft, we can achieve at
least part of that advantage.

The use of checklists has been
improved with the flow pattern
approach to checklist use. In this
method the pilot performs the necessary
steps via a logical sequence to move
through the task to be completed. Then
the checklist is used to confirm that all
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required actions have been completed
properly. This approach provides the
advantage that all items are considered
twice and, more importantly, the pilot
will review not only the requirements,
but his or her own actions as well. In
effect this goes partway to adding a
second pilot in the cockpit.

Checklist use is only part of the
story. A necessary part of a pilots
education is to instill the need to
instinctively and continuously monitor
the aircraft’s flight profile. This must
also include a thorough understanding
of what produces that performance.
Many pilots do not seem to understand
the relationship between pitch, power
and aircraft performance even though
they have had the relationship explained
to them many times. Perhaps that is
because these relationships have not
been reinforced sufficiently during their
flight training.

For example, after setting one notch
of flap for takeoff, it is not unusual to
miss the need to raise the flaps when
transitioning to cruise or cruise climb.
If the flow pattern approach were used,
the pilot would have the advantage of a
double check via the checklist. Betcha
there aren’t very many people who have
not been in the situation of wondering
why the airplane is not reaching cruise
speed after takeoff, only to discover that
the flaps were still in takeoff mode. I
confess I've done that.

In summary, the points being
made are twofold. First, whenever
possible, use the checklist not as the
primary means of establishing the
aircraft configuration, but rather as
a necessary means to back up the
pilots actions. Second, I believe we
need to continuously emphasize the
need for the pilot to be aware of and
monitor aircraft performance and fight
configuration at all times. This should
be in addition to, not in lieu of, the
FOM and checklists.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Harold Green is a
Certified Instrument Flight Instructor at
Morey Airplane Company in Middleton,
Wisconsin (C29). Email questions or
comments to: harlgren@aol.com or
call 608-836-1711 (www.MoreyAirport.
com). a



Doolittle Raiders Honored With ‘Final Toast’

(L/R) Doolittle Raiders: Lt. Col. Edward J. Saylor, engineer-gunner of
Crew No. 15; Lt. Col. Richard E. Cole, co-pilot of Crew No. 1; and
StaffSgt. David J. Thatcher, engineer-gunner of Crew No. 7. The fourth
surviving raider, Lt. Col. Robert L. Hite, co-pilot of Crew No. 16, was
unable to attend due to health reasons.

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB, OHIO - The Air Force
hosted the famed Doolittle Tokyo Raiders' final toast to
their fallen comrades during an invitation-only ceremony,
November 9, 2013 at the National Museum of the U.S. Air
Force in Dayton, Ohio.

“Tonight is a night of conflicting emotions: pride in our
Doolittle Tokyo Raiders, sorrow at the end of a mission, and
a myriad of other emotions,” retired Maj. Lloyd Bryant, the
Master of Ceremonies, said as he opened the ceremony.

On April 18, 1942, 80 men achieved the unimaginable
when they took off from an aircraft carrier on a top-secret
mission to bomb Japan. These men, led by Lt. Col. James H.
“Jimmy” Doolittle, came to be known as the Doolittle Tokyo
Raiders.

The ceremony was attended by three of the four living

MuseEums & GREAT Fears IN AvVIATION

Doolittle Tokyo Raiders:
Lt. Col. Edward J. Saylor,
engineer-gunner of Crew No.
15; Lt. Col. Richard E. Cole,
co-pilot of Crew No. 1; and
Staff Sgt. David J. Thatcher,
engineer-gunner of Crew No.
7. The fourth surviving raider,
Lt. Col. Robert L. Hite,
co-pilot of Crew No. 16, was
unable to attend due to health
issues, but he was there in
spirit!

Among those in

B-25J Mitchell Bomber "Panchito”
MGN Photo by Mike Nightengale.

attendance for the ceremony

included Acting Secretary of the Air Force, Eric Fanning;
and Chief of Staff of the Air Force, Gen. Mark A. Welsh III.
Fanning and Welsh presented the Raiders with an Eagle as a
token of their appreciation and gratitude.

Cole was then asked to open the 1896 cognac and give a
toast. The year of the bottle of cognac is Doolittle's birth year.

“Gentlemen, I propose a toast,” Cole said. “To the
gentlemen we lost on the mission and those who have passed
away since. Thank you very much and may they rest in
peace.”

The 80 silver goblets in the ceremony were presented to
the Raiders in 1959 by the city of Tucson, Ariz. The Raiders’
names are engraved twice, the second upside-down. During
the ceremony, white-gloved cadets poured cognac into the
participants’ goblets. Those of the deceased were turned
upside-down (AFNS). a

President Kennedy’s Air Force One Now On Display
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DAYTON, OHIO - Boeing VC-137C SAM 26000 (Air Force One) on its
final landing on May 20, 1998, at the National Museum of the United

States Air Force. (U.S. Air Force Photo)

DAYTON, OHIO — On Nov. 22, 2013, the world marked
the 50th anniversary of the assassination of President John E
Kennedy. One of the most historic artifacts associated with

that fateful day is on display at the National Museum of the
U.S. Air Force.

Special Air Mission (SAM) 26000, Kennedy’s Air Force
One, is exhibited in the museum’s Presidential Gallery. He
flew aboard SAM 26000 to Dallas, Texas, where he was
assassinated on Nov. 22, 1963 — and it was on this airplane
that Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson was sworn in as the
new president. SAM 26000 then carried Kennedy’s body and
Johnson back to Washington, D.C.

This U.S. Air Force Boeing VC-137C aircraft was the first
jet made specifically for use by the President of the United
States. Built in 1962, this aircraft carried eight presidents:
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, George
H.W. Bush and Clinton, in addition to carrying heads of
state, diplomats and other dignitaries and officials, on many
historic journeys. More information about the aircraft and its
most historic missions is available at www.nationalmuseum.
af.mil/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=570. d
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Grassroots, Recreational Flying

Honor Paul: Join The Sport Aviation Association
& Support Grassroots, Affordable Flying!

by Ed Leineweber

guess | wasn't paying attention, but
Isomehow I missed undl just recently

the emergence of the Sport Aviation
Association (SAA) on the grassroots ped
aviation scene. Maybe you've missed it too, '
and don’t know that this “litdle guy, true d
grassroots” effort was originally formed by
Paul H. Poberezny many years ago. Here’s
a brief introduction to the SAA, its early
beginnings, present status and future mission.

The history of the Sport Aviation Association is itself

fascinating. According to records on file with Wisconsin state
government, SAA was formed as a non-profit corporation by
Paul on November 5, 1970, only 17 years into EAAs now
60-year existence. Apparently Paul saw a problem with the
image in the word “experimental,” and considered promoting
the broader concept of “sport” aviation. However, the idea
and the new outfit languished for many years, while Paul was
occupied making the Experimental Aircraft Association into

Ed Leineweber

the world-class aviation organization it has since become.
Paul’s vision did start to come into focus, however, in

1996, when the late Jimmy Leeward — air racer, former EAA

board member and founder of Leeward Air Ranch, Ocala, Fla.

— took an interest and made a financial contribution to get

Tailwheel Endorsements & J3 Cub Rental
rrh e Hartford Municipal Airport -
§ LD Miles Field (HXF)
foﬁ?htol Is Still Cool" Hartford, Wisconsin
Contact Dana Osmanski 262-725-3591 dana@cubair.net
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Ed Fisher with the Mong Sport protoype, hanging in the Aircraft Spruce
East showroom last Spring. Designed by Ralph Mong in 1953 around
the Continental A65, 400 sets of plans were sold, but only 77 aircraft
were built and flown. Modified Mongs were successful air racers. How
many are still flying, how many are easily made airworthy again and
where are all those plans sets?

things rolling. Paul’s daughter, Bonnie, and son-in-law Chuck
Parnall, were also a big help in those days with organizational
details. SAA held its first convention in the year 2000 at the
Frasca Fly-in at Frasca Field, near Urbana, Illinois, facilitated
by Paul's and Audrey’s long-standing friendship with Rudy
and Lucille Frasca.

By 2005, SAA had a mailing list of 2200 interested folks,
including about 700 active members, and put out a magazine
called 7o Fly. But for various reasons, Paul decided to abandon
this effort, ceased publication of the magazine, and disband
the organization that same year. (The funds in the SAA
treasury were donated to help establish the Founder’s Wing at
EAA headquarters.)

Although many encouraged Paul to keep SAA going, and
several even approached him to take over the reins, Paul took
no action until 2012, when a guy named Ed Fisher wrote Paul
urging him to reactivate the organization. Shortly thereafter,
Paul told Ed, “Now is the time, and you are the man.”

It would be hard to reject the mantle when anointed by
Paul Poberezny himself to take up the mission of SAA, and Ed
did not shrink from this responsibility. Instead he embraced



A Wlttman Tailwind spotted at the 2013 Camden, S.C. V|ntage Alrcraft
Association Fly-In. Designed by the late Steve Wittman in 1953, this two-
seater has a maximum speed of 200 mph! Plans are still available, and
about 350 have been built. The Tailwind was the first design under the
then-new Experimental Amateur-built Category that the FAA approved
to carry a passenger. Surely there are more than a few grounded aircraft
still around that could easily fly again with a little TLC.

it, along with a core of SAA volunteers determined to make
this organization work the second time around. Together, they
have accomplished much in barely more than a year.

Starting with the old 2005 roster, approximately 2600
questionnaires were sent out to prospective members of
the revived organization. Today, SAA boasts of almost 800
members, and shows a modest but steady growth trend.

Ed Fisher serves as president. Inducted into the EAA
Homebuilders Hall of Fame in 2011, Ed is a design contest
winner, two-time Oshkosh Grand Champion Lindy Award
winner, and builder of 18 aircraft from scratch. He admits
to having more fun building than flying, and counts 30,000
hours of builder time. He is a certificated A&P mechanic.

In his younger days, Ed was a pylon air racer, aerobatic
pilot, and very active for decades in the Formula One and
Formula Vee/Supervee air racing scenes as a volunteer, builder
and pilot. Now, at 59, Ed primarily makes his living doing
custom fabrication and restorations, and as a consultant
to individual aircraft homebuilders and companies in the
homebuilding industry.

Mostly these days, however, Ed’s passion is the Sport
Aviation Association, for which he volunteers hundreds
of hours, trying to get it back up and running, as Paul
envisioned when he entrusted the organization to his care.

But SAA is an all-volunteer organization, and Ed is
only one of a dedicated core of true believers putting their
hearts and souls into this effort. The SAA website, www.
sportaviationassociation.org, lists the current board
members, officers and regional representatives, including
Butch Harvey, vice president, and Val Fisher, secretary/
treasurer. Jeff Lange co-edits 7o Fly magazine with Ed.

At the beginning, the organization was totally donation-
based, and faced real challenges when it came to budget time.
Recently, the board decided to go to a dues-based format,
effective in January. But at $28 per year, membership in SAA
should still be within the reach of all who are interested. For

e 5 3 . o —a i

A palr of C model Baby Aces spotted at the 2013 Triple Tree Fly- In The
one in the foreground was built by the late Ernie Carlson, Youngstown,
Ohio, in the ‘60s. These iconic early homebuilts, designed by Orland
Corben in 1929, the rights to which were later purchased by Paul
Poberezny, are still being built today. With nearly 500 finished aircraft,
surely there are many out there waiting to be “discovered” and restored.

all you One-Percenters out there, additional donations at
renewal time will be most welcome!

“So what’s the point?,” you might be wondering. “Why
create another aviation organization, adding yet again to the
alphabet soup that comprises the GA community?” Good

TrickAir

Snow Skis

www.trickair.com
800-374-4237 g
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question, and one that

each must address as we
consider joining forces in
this latest effort. I can only
tell you why I decided to
sign up as soon as I learned
of the existence of the Sport
Aviation Association.

First, it wasn’t to be
part of an organization
dedicated to competing
with EAA, of which I am a
long-standing, proud and
dedicated member. Judging
from the statements on
the SAA website, Ed and
the others there look at

i 2 s 1 e T
The author’s personal favorite ‘60s era homebuilt, the Bowers Fly
Baby, shown here in the biplane configuration. Winner of the 1962 EAA
design contest, hundreds of plans were sold in the years that followed,
and several hundred were built. While builders are still today making
sawdust around Fly Baby projects, and a couple of new ones appear on
the FAA Aircraft Registry each year, many projects were never finished,
and many once-flying airplanes now sit in garages and hangars, not
having flown in years. Yours is out there somewhere.

point.

Next, the SAA vision
statement resonated with
me, dedicated as I am
to trying to promote
affordable grassroots,
recreational flying. I won't
quote the entire lengthy
statement, but encourage
you to go to the site and
read it for yourself. It is
enough to say here that it
can be summarized in the
statement from the opening
paragraph: The Vision and
Purpose of the Sport Aviation
Association is to promote

it the same way. It says,

“Before you read further,

it is important that you know and understand that we are
NOT in competition with EAA. We want to complement
EAA’s efforts and help retain the heritage of the amateur
aircraft builder. Our mission is not political — it is simply
to encourage the fun, fellowship, and camaraderie that is so
special and unique to aviation.” This put me at ease on that
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Sfellowship, learning, and
safety for the grassroots little
guy’ of recreational aviation. Amen to that!

Just how the SAA is going to realize its vision remains
to be seen, especially as it attempts to build its strength and
evolve from roots as an all-volunteer, donation-funded,
organization. But one possible avenue to pursue is what
brought me in contact with Ed Fisher in the first place. I was
referred to him by Robert Taylor, founder of the Antique
Airplane Association and the Air Power Museum, based at
Antique Airfield, near Blakesburg, Iowa.

As you might know, and as I have previously written,

Bob Taylor has created an offshoot of the AAA known as the
Legacy Log of Homebuilt Aircraft. Bob’s insight is to recognize
the restoration of old homebuilt aircraft as a potential source
of safe, affordable flying machines. Ed Fisher shares this belief
as well, and likes to refer to antique homebuilts as a “new
category of aircraft.”

Our hunch is that there are hundreds, maybe thousands,
of partially-completed or once-flying aircraft out there in
barns, hangars, garages and basements that can be finished
or restored to a condition for safe flight at affordable prices.
We intend to pursue this concept vigorously in the future in
various ways, and see what comes of it.

Meanwhile, you can help, and enjoy the ride at the same
time, by joining the Sport Aviation Association. And while
you're at it, join the Legacy Log of Homebuilt Aircraft as well.
Let’s see what we can accomplish! Paul would be pleased.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Ed Leineweber is an aviation, litigation
and business attorney practicing in Madison, Wisconsin.
He is a Certified Instrument Flight Instructor (CFll) and holds
a Light Sport Repairman Maintenance Certificate. A retired
Wisconsin Circuit Court Judge, Leineweber once operated
two fixed based operations and managed the airports where
they were located. (|



One On One With AOPA’s New President & GEO, Mark Baker

by Dave Weiman

had the opportunity to interview
newly appointed AOPA President

Mark Baker at his request. He
wanted Midwest Flyer Magazine readers
to get to know him, and he sought the
aviation press as a major way to do that.

I felt comfortable with Mark from
the get-go. We both grew up in the
Twin Cities metropolitan area and
learned to fly there... we both worked
in lumberyards as college students. ..
we both took our ground school
instruction in the same Aeronautical
Science building on the University
of Minnesota campus, and graduated
from that university... and we know
many of the same people in the flying
community, and attended some of the
same aviation events over the years.
Our paths definitely crossed, and why
we never met before now, I don’t know,
but we certainly got better acquainted
during the interview.

Mark joined the University of
Minnesota Flying Club and trained
under our mutual friend, Waldo
Anderson. Waldo trained Mark for
his seaplane rating, commercial pilot
certificate — all the way up to his high-
altitude endorsement flying Citations.
He has owned a number of airplanes
over the years, from the J-3 Piper Cub
he still owns today, to Cessna Citations
he used as president and CEO of some
major corporations like Home Depot
and Gander Mountain. He recently
purchased a gorgeous Beech 18 on floats
that was owned by Al Lund of Hayward,

Mark Baker

Wisconsin — a plane I have seen and
photographed at the “Minnesota Seaplane
Pilots Association Annual Safety Seminar
& Fly-In” on East Gull Lake in Brainerd,
Minnesota. Mark has also attended that
event many times.

I came away from the interview
knowing that he has turned around a
lot of corporations to make them more
profitable. While many of the same
principles in the business world can be
applied to organizations such as AOPA
to add value to their memberships, as
a long-time member himself, Mark
knows that the main job of AOPA is
“advocacy,” which we would all agree
with.

With advocacy being front and center
on Mark Baker’s agenda, I asked

him what he felt is the single biggest
threat to GA?

“I think if you reflect on what
happened with sequestration this past
year, budget cuts are real and affect a lot
of pilots. We have to make sure that the
right interests are protected, and that’s
AQOPASs job.

Dave Weiman

“We need to work with other
aviation organizations, such as GAMA,
NBAA, NATA and EAA to bring to
the FAA’s attention the things that are
really important to us. We realize the
FAA needs to cut some areas, but we
have to help the agency realize what
is important to us, and what is not
important to us, so officials can make
cuts where it will do the least harm to
general aviation.”

What is your take on the potential
for more “user fees” and what should
we as a pilot community be doing to
avoid them?

“My first inclination is that we need
to work on the cost side first - help find
savings where we can. I think there is
a lot of opportunity here. In a perfect
world, we would have everything, but
that’s not very realistic.

“For instance, do VORs need to
be funded when they are seldom used
for navigation? Can we eliminate
redundant approaches that are seldom
used? Getting amendments to Part 23
approved to lower aircraft certification
costs would also help. Changes in
the Third Class Medical would
save the FAA $11 million without
compromising safety. At the same time,
it would save pilots money that could
be better spent on new equipment that
would enhance safety.

“I will be meeting with FAA
Administrator Michael Huerta very
soon and will discuss this. We cannot
do what we have done in the past. We
must prioritize!

«.Lift Straps

800-746-8273
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“We want to work with the other
national aviation organizations and
hopefully come up with a cohesive list
of services we want to keep, and those
we can do without.”

As president of AOPA, what is your
position on the fees being charged

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh for air
traffic control services?

“I am a big supporter of EAA and
the leadership of EAA, Jack Pelton. Our
elected officials have to decide what
authority the FAA has in this regard,
and we need to know what we can
expect going forward.”

What do you feel about the
“privatization” of the air traffic
control system?

“My first reaction is that
Congressional approval of FAA budgets
and long-term public oversight of
the air traffic system is critical. I am
concerned with what’s going to happen
in the months and years ahead.”

Do you support NextGen to the point
that you are willing to accept a system
of user fees above and beyond the
federal excise tax on aviation fuel?

“Continual improvements in
aviation navigation and communication
will evolve, and we want to support that
because we don’t want to be left with
20th century technology when there
is much better and safer technology
available. But how it gets paid for is
another issue. I'm not a fan of user fees
when there are costs that can come out
of the system. The FAA wants a safe
system as much as we do, so hopefully
we can work together on this and reach

»
a common goal.

What did you accomplish at each of
the corporations you worked for?

“I got my start in business working
at Knox Lumber Company off Prior
Avenue in St. Paul, which was started
by a couple of World War II pilots. I
started with Knox working retail in
1975 for $2.29 per hour. While at
Knox, and going to school full time at
the University of Minnesota, I learned
to fly, and bought my first airplane — a
Cessna 150. After 15 years at Knox, |
ended up becoming vice president of
marketing, and helped the owners sell
the company.

“I first started using an airplane
for business when I went to work for
Scotty’s in Florida as vice president of
merchandising. I was flying a Cessna
Cardinal RG at the time.

“After I helped sell Scotty’s, I went
to work for Home Club in Orange
County, California and bought a
Beechcraft Debonair to fly to stores up
and down the West Coast.

“I joined Home Depot in 1994
as president of its Midwest Division
and opened up all of the stores in that
region flying a Beechcraft Baron from
store to store. That division grew from
nothing to $6 billion in sales in 5 years.

“I then moved to Atlanta as Chief
Operating Officer of Home Depot
and bought a Cessna Citation 500 to
commute to my home in the Twin
Cities.

“After that, I became President and
CEO of Gander Mountain, where I
initially opened up 25 new stores and
then another 100 stores, increasing
sales to $1 billion a year. I was traveling

quite a bit then and flew the company
Citation a lot.”

Was that your idea to hang bush
planes from the ceilings of all of the

Gander Mountain stores?

“Guilty as charged!

“After Gander Mountain, I became
President and CEO of Scott’s Miracle
Grow and commuted in a CJ] from
Minneapolis to Columbus, Ohio.

“I finally ended up at Orchard
Supply — an 85-year-old hardware
and garden center headquartered in
California, where I worked hard to
resurrect its customer service, then left

that position in March of 2013.”

Do you feel that an association
should be operated like a
corporation, and if so, why or why
not?

“There are parallels. You must have
value, whether buying a product from
a business or paying a membership fee
to an association. The main difference
is that in an association, your primary
concern is what is important to the
membership.

“Advocacy, protecting our freedom
of flight, working hard on getting the
Third Class Medical changed, and
making changes in Part 23 aircraft
certification seems to be important
to members. What will help is that
general aviation has the largest caucus
in Congress today.”

‘What are your plans in your first 90
days at AOPA?

“Getting closer to members and
to put more focus on protecting our
airports.”

v
o '
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How did the decision to discontinue the annual AOPA
Aviation Summit come about?

“I visited with the staff in my first days on the job. After
exploring our options, it was clear to me that we had to
change the format from one national convention to multiple
regional fly-ins. It was time for a change!

“There’s obviously a lot of good that comes from members
getting together at one central location once a year — an
exchange of ideas and thoughts, seeing new products — but
this can be expensive for both members and the association.

“Whenever you hold an event where there is a common
bond, it is good, so we want to continue that, but in a
regional format. AOPA started with a fly-in in 1962, and as
the industry has gone through a lot of changes over the years,
we are going full circle to return to that fly-in format to reach
our members.”

In your opinion, how can the industry best grow and
expand itself?

“By increasing airport access. I am really bothered by tall
metal fences and no trespassing signs at our airports today. We
need airport ambassadors — airport tours. I want more airports
to have FUN, again. We dont want airports to be exclusive.
We want them to be inviting places to go where there are
picnic tables, cookout grills and it is easy for the general
public to watch airplanes. We want to get our communities
involved with our local airports.”

What can pilots do to protect their right to fly?

“The first thing is to join AOPA. One other thing is
for members to engage with their state legislators and local
elected officials. We need visibility in our state houses around
the country and for members to be in close contact with their
federal elected officials.”

What percentage of AOPA members do you feel are
familiar with industry issues?

“A high percentage due to our communications with them.
“I am proud of what the staff does with the magazine,
and the traffic we have on aopa.org. We have a devoted
membership and staff.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: I solicited some questions from some

of our readers. Here is what concerns them:

For many years, I have seen GA going the way of Europe
in so far as there’s a light sport/pleasure market on the one
end, and a turbineljet market on the other. This is leaving
a huge gap and resulting decline — and I think the eventual
loss — of personal transportation aircraft that you and I

Jly. What does Myr. Baker see that will renew the personal
transportation market in the United States?

“I understand that part because I have been flying
for business and pleasure all my life. Changing Part 23
certification will help lower the cost of aircraft and avionics

and make flying safer, and so hopefully more people can enjoy
flying for personal transportation.”

One of the most important issues I see facing the pilot
community is the lack of cooperation from the FAA to
help solve pressing issues, such as helping to address the
decline in student starts and controller staffing and cost
issues. Instead, the FAA wastes resources in creating and
enforcing annoying/meaningless regulations and unilateral
mandates. It's almost as if the FAA has become a slow
moving, non-directional/adversarial force. What can we
do as a pilot community and fraternal organization to
regain significant influence to facilitate the concept that
the FAA exists to serve its customers? I have never felt so

unwelcome by the government since I became a pilot in
1969. We are NOT drones.

“I understand the rant, but the FAA is not an enemy at
the end of the day. The FAA has a situation on its hands. The
agency is trying to fill too much on the menu. We need to
help them rearrange the deck. I think there are a lot of great
people in the FAA trying to do it all with limited resources.
We have to work together to make sure we protect the things
that matter most to us. I look for progress, but it will certainly
be a challenge.”

EDITOR'S NOTE: More on AOPA and Mark Baker
beginning on page 26. Q
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Gross-Gountry To AOPA’s Final Summit

by Dave Weiman

henever the AOPA Aviation Summit is held east
Wof the Rockies, I like to fly our 1976 Cessna

182 Skylane there myself, rather than go on the
airlines. Time-wise, Peggy and I did well flying to this year’s
Summit in Fort Worth, Texas, October 10-12, 2013, with
tailwinds both directions. Schedule-wise, we went on our
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AOPA Pilot Editor-In-Chief Tom Haines (left) and AOPA

President & CEO Mark Baker (right) congratulate former

USMC Lt. Andrew Kinard (center) for being the first

recipient of the AOPA-Able Flight Scholarship, and for

obtaining his Sport Pilot Certificate. Dave Weiman Photo
schedule — no one else’s. Cost-wise, fuel cost us about $200.00
more than the cost of two airline tickets. Enjoyment-wise, you
can’t beat flying yourself.

We packed a lunch, lifted off a grass airstrip near
Madison, Wisconsin at 9:00 am, landed in Joplin, Missouri
for fuel, then touched down at Fort Worth Meacham
International Airport at 4:00 pm. (The service at both airports
was exceptional!)

We deliberately arrived two days before the Summit began
to beat the rush, and have time to see some of the sites. We
were the second aircraft to arrive for AOPA, just before Hal
Shevers of Sporty’s pulled up in his Citation.

I tied down in the grass next to a Bonanza. More than 200
other aircraft joined us in the days that followed, and 10,614
other attendees.

We were looking forward to AOPA’s last Summit before
the change to “regional” fly-ins in 2014. We have met lots
of wonderful people over the years, and have some terrific
memories, but believe that we will meet even more of our
readers at the regional level.

Barely two months on the job, this Summit was very



important to newly appointed AOPA President and CEO
Mark Baker in meeting members and sponsors, and setting
the course for the years to come.

He opened the general session on Thursday with a
spirited call to preempt mandated sequestration cuts to the
Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) budget with smart
reductions that do more for pilots, to increase pressure on the
FAA to expand the driver’s license medical standard, and to
open up public access to airports nationwide.

“We're going to take a hard look at FAA spending and
come up with our own suggestions for saving money,” he
told a crowd of over 1,000 members at the Fort Worth

Convention Center. “We know that costs have to come down.

But we also know that some cuts make a lot more sense than
others.”

Baker noted that during a previous round of
sequestration cuts, “there was a plan to close virtually all the
contract towers in the country, and eventually our friends
in Congress had to step in to keep those towers operating.
We can’t let that happen again, so we aren’t going to wait
around for people who don’t understand or care about general
aviation to make those choices.”

Baker suggested streamlining flight service station
operations and shutting down little-used VORs and
instrument approaches as a way the FAA could save more
than $55 million without damaging general aviation.

“We aren’t talking about getting rid of things you
use, things that are important to you,” he told the AOPA
membership. “We're talking about not spending money on
things that don’t help pilots and dont improve safety.”
Baker invited members to share their cost-cutting ideas

with AOPA by sending an email to FAAcostsavings@aopa.org.

Baker also said he is pressing the FAA hard to approve
a petition that will allow many pilots to substitute a valid
driver’s license for a third-class medical certificate. AOPA and
the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) petitioned the
FAA for that change 20 months ago, and more than 16,000
pilots filed comments on the idea. The FAA has so far failed
to act.

“Some people at the FAA have said changing the medical
isn’t a priority,” said Baker. “But that doesn’t make sense. We
estimate that letting more pilots fly with a driver’s license
medical would save the FAA $11 million at a time when we
know they need to cut costs.

“I brought this issue up with the FAA Administrator just
last week. He is understandably worried about safety. But we
feel confident that this petition ensures safety. Light Sport
Pilots have been flying safely with driver’s license medicals for
nine years. Our proposal would actually add another layer of
safety by giving pilots training in how to self-certify that they
are fic to fly. ”

Baker, who grew up in Minnesota, described himself as
“one of those airport kids. I used to ride my bike down to the
field to watch the planes take off and land. That experience
just isn't available anymore, but it should be.

“Airports shouldn’t look like prison camps. We respect the
need for security, but airports only thrive when people can use
them.”

Baker said he will work with the FAA and aviation
security agencies to reduce the austere measures that some
airports have employed to improve security, making airports
more accessible to encourage both new pilots and a stronger
connection with communities.

“The community needs access,” said Baker. “This is how
neighbors experience the value of their airports and how
future pilots are exposed to GA. Watching planes take off and
land is just as cool now as it was when I was a kid. Why can’t
our airports have picnic tables, shelters, grills, viewing areas,
and playgrounds?”

Baker also touched on the future of AOPA’s relationship
with its nearly 400,000 members, stressing that he wants to
hear directly from members about what matters to them. In
light of that, he said, AOPA will forego an annual summit in
2014 and instead stage a series of about a half-dozen regional
fly-ins.

“These will be full-day events,” Baker said. “I’ll bring you
up to date on what’s happening at AOPA and I'll listen to you
about your concerns. We'll have seminars or other educational
opportunities, have lunch together and do some flying. It will
be a whole day of GA, and I can’t wait to get started!”

“Forward-thinf ng

Ulteig serves our airpart chients by managing their

Bismarck * Cedar Rapids = Denver = Detroit Lakes «
Fargo » Sioux Falls = 5t. Paul = Williston
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AOPA AviaATiON SumMIT

Andrew Kinard in control of a Light Sport
Aircraft.

The night before opening day,
we had the pleasure of dining with
U.S. Marine Lt. Andrew Kinard of
Spartanburg, S.C. Andrew is the first
person to receive the AOPA-Able Flight
Scholarship and was recognized on
opening day by AOPA President Mark
Baker and AOPA Pilot Editor-In Chief
Tom Haines.

Andrew attended the U.S. Naval
Academy, and upon graduation, he
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the Minneapolis Lakers almost perished.

On a cold winter evening in 1960, following a game
in 8t. Louis, the Minneapolis Lakers basketball
team boarded their DC-3 for the flight home.

For the first time in print, the copilot of that
aircraft, Harold Gifford, tells what went wrong,
and what went right in the cockpit to make their
landing a miracle!

Available in paperback at Amazon, Barnes &

Noble.com, and as an ebook for the Amazon Kindle,

the Barnes & Noble nook, and Apple iBookstore.

The Miracle Landing (ISBN: 978-1-935991-97-T,
Trade Paper, 174 pages, $13.99, Non-fiction/Sports
History)

www.signalmanpublishing.com

passed up a Marine aviator’s slot

and instead chose ground duty and
commanded a unit in Iraq. Within six
weeks of his arrival there, he lost both
legs to an improvised explosive device
during a foot patrol. He has since
undergone more than 70 surgeries.

During his recovery, Andrew also
worked on the staff of a U.S. senator,
enrolled simultaneously in business
and law degree programs at Harvard
University, and took up sport pilot
training with Able Flight and obtained
his sport pilot certificate.

Andrew’s Able Flight training took
place at Purdue University in Indiana,
which partners with the program. He
and other participants took six weeks
of intensive flight training and ground
school, flying twice a day on average as
weather allowed.

Following a video showing Andrew
flying, he told the audience at the
convention center, “Be thankful for
what you have got. Do not look at what
you have lost, but look at what you still
have.” In recognition of his sacrifice,
determination and accomplishment,
Andrew received a standing ovation.

The Able Flight program has
created 33 new pilots since its inception
in 2006, thanks in part to donations
from AOPA members. For information,
visit www.Ableflight.org.

AQOPA again presented its top
awards to deserving recipients including
the “John B. Hartranft Jr. Award”
to U.S. Congressman John Barrow
(D-GA) for his unparalleled work on
behalf of general aviation (GA) in the
U.S. House of Representatives.

Rep. Barrow is the democratic co-
chair of the House General Aviation
Caucus and an avid GA supporter who
has adamantly opposed “user fees.”

A member of the GA Congressional
Caucus since it was founded in 2009,
Rep. Barrow and leaders of the House
Aviation Subcommittee spearheaded
the effort to garner support for a letter
to President Obama opposing the
inclusion of aviation user fees in his
fiscal year 2014 budget. This letter
received overwhelming support with
223 signatures, the highest number of
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any Congressional letter opposing user
fees to date.

AOPA’s “Laurence P. Sharples
Perpetual Award” went to Colorado
airport advocates Dave Shepard and
Steve Wood for their work on airport
security issues at Grand Junction
Airport as they affect general aviation.
Shepard went so far as to organize an
airport users and tenants association
in response to concerns regarding the
airport administration’s approach to
security, leasing and public engagement
affecting the airport.

Aviation journalist Greg Brown
received AOPA’s “Let’s Go Flying
Award” for his ongoing contributions
and inspiration to the flight training
community, and Conor Dancy, a
flight instructor at Leesburg Executive
Airport, Leesburg, Va., was selected
from among 956 instructors as “Flight
Instructor of the Year.”

Friday’s keynote speakers included
major league baseball all-star and GA
pilot, Ken Griffey, Jr.; representatives
of Walt Disney’s Animation Studios;
FAA Deputy Administrator Michael
Whitaker; AOPA Medical Counsel, Dr.
Jonathan Sackier; and NTSB Board
Member, Earl Weener.

New aircraft were on display
at “Airportfest” at Fort Worth
Meacham International Airport.

A pancake breakfast was held on
Saturday, providing members with the
opportunity to interact with AOPA
President Mark Baker.

Honda Aircraft displayed a mockup of its

“Hondajet.” Dave Weiman Photo

The variety of seminars at the
Summit was superb, and the convention
hall was filled with exhibitors eager
to demonstrate the latest in avionics,



propellers and aircraft finishes, and promote pilot-friendly
vacation destinations. Honda Aircraft displayed its Hondajet
at AOPA for the first time in the exhibit hall, and Cirrus was
back with its latest SR22. Most manufacturers — 17 in all --
chose to showcase their aircraft at Airportfest.

Both Cirrus Aircraft President Pat Waddick and Executive
Vice President
Todd Simmons '

were on hand to

give members

an update on
recent product
developments.

The company's

2014 SR-Series
aircraft called
“Generation 5,”
includes new

Cirrus Aircraft President Pat Waddick.

Dave Weiman Photo

features and
upgrades, such
as integrated

LED technology,
a carbon paint

CAPS™ v, Fatal Accidont Ratio

scheme and new
interiors, and
lighter weight,
high-performance
brakes and tubeless

tires.
Cirrus,
headquartered Cirrus Aircraft Executive Vice President
in Duluth, Todd Simmons.
. . Dave Weiman Photo
Minnesota with
manufacturing

facilities also in Grand Forks, North Dakota, continues
to make progress to certify its “Vision SF50” personal jet,
including acquisition of manufacturing equipment. The next
step is to build conforming aircraft for further certification
testing. The company confirmed that the first delivery is still
scheduled for late 2015.
Since 1939, AOPA has protected the freedom to
fly for thousands of pilots, aircraft owners and aviation
enthusiasts. With a membership base of nearly 400,000,
AOPA is the largest aviation association in the world.
AOPA is headquartered in Frederick, Md., and has offices in
Washington, D.C., and seven regions across the country.
AQOPA provides member services that range from advocacy
at the federal, state, and local level to legal services, flight
planning products, safety programs and award-winning media
products. If you are not currently a member, please consider
joining to make GA’s voice even stronger (www.aopa.org).
Watch for announcements about the 2014 regional fly-ins
in upcoming issues of Midwest Flyer Magazine, and plan on
making at least one of them your best cross-country flight of
the year! d

Small Airplane Revitalization Act
Passes Both Houses

WASHINGTON, D.C. — On November 14, 2013,

the General Aviation Manufacturers Association

(GAMA) announced the passage of the “Small Airplane
Revitalization Act” (H.R. 1848) by the U.S. House of
Representatives. The bipartisan bill requires the FAA

to implement the recommendations of FAA’s Part 23
Reorganization Aviation Rulemaking Committee (ARC) by
December 31, 2015. The bill, which was introduced in the
U.S. Senate by Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Lisa
Murkowski (R-AK) also in May 2013, passed the Senate in
October 2013 and now heads to President Obama for his
signature. d
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by Woody Minar

he weather has turned cold in
I the Midwest, and the snow
is threatening, so it's time for
Brian Schanche's Adventure Seaplanes
operation at Surfside Seaplane Base
(8Y4) in Lino Lakes, Minnesota, to
head south to Florida for the winter.

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE
BY MOREY'S

L —
* Airframe & Powerplant
= Skilled/Award-Winning Technicians
* Excellent Turnaround

For Appeintment, Contact/Al|Barger
608-836-17.11 = www.MoreyAirport.com
Morey Airplane Company
Middleton Municipal Airport-Morey Field (C29)
Middleton, Wisconsin

e .
..Adventure Seaplane’s (Ibessna 180 with AOPA President Mark Baker’s
Beech.18 at Adventure Seaplanes’ dock at Lake Pierce, Fla.

Three or four seaplanes are normally in
the three-day, 1200-mile migration, but
this fall, a fifth plane — a Twin Beech18
— owned by the new president of the
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association
(AOPA), Mark Baker, was along for the
trip. Flying with Mark to document the
trip was AOPA Pilor magazine editor-in-
chief, Tom Haines, and videographer,
Warren Morningstar. (Expect to read
about our trip in AOPA Pilor magazine.
Something is already posted online,
along with a video at www.AOPA.

org. Search for "Weekend Seaplane
Odyssey.”)

Adventure Seaplanes owner, Brian
Schanche, and instructors Roger
Jaworski and myself, have seaplane
students with us, and Thomas Walter, a
German Lufthansa Captain, had a pilot
with his wife getting refresher training.

The students receive training in
seaplane cross-country fuel planning,
which is a challenge with straight floats;
airport landings are not an option. The
students also learn to assess takeoffs
and landings on rivers, lakes, and
reservoirs; rough water, glassy water,
and crosswind takeoffs and landings;

30 DECEMBER 2013/JANUARY 2014 MIDWEST FLYER MAGAZINE

Woody Minar Photo

and docking, beaching, and refueling
challenges at boat marinas.

During our stops in Le Claire,

Iowa and Guntersville, Ala., Mark was
promoting general aviation to the local
television station and news media, and
to residents who turned out in droves to
see this unusual sight of five seaplanes,
let alone a 1944 Beech 18 of which
only six are flying today. At the end of
the trip at Lake Pierce near Lake Wales,
Fla., all three of our students received
their Airplane Single-Engine Sea Pilot
Certificate before returning home to
various parts of the country.

In late April, the migration back to
Lino Lakes begins. Anyone interested in
making one of these trips (which fill up
quickly) should contact Brian Schanche
at fly@adventureseaplanes.com (www.
AdventureSeaplanes.com).

EDITOR’S NOTE: Woody Minar is
a Designated Pilot Examiner for the
Minneapolis FSDO, and Chief Flight
Instructor at Osceola AeroSport in
Osceola, Wis. (KOEQ). He was the
2012 Great Lakes Region CFl of the
Year and the Great Lakes Region FAA
Safety Team Representative of the Year.(Q



by Greg Reigel

r I Yhe week of July 26, 2013, the Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress Aluminum Overcast flew into Madison,
Wisconsin (KMSN) to give the general public the

opportunity to see — and for some, experience — an aircraft

that contributed greatly to the defeat of the Nazi regime

during World War II.

Aluminum Overcast arrived from the north, flying a low
approach to Runway 18 with a left turn at mid-field to enter
left-traffic and land. Although the sky was hazy, the bomber’s
low-pass and landing, accompanied by the throaty sound of
its four radial engines, brought the message of a long past era
that, for some, rekindled memories as vivid as if they were
yesterday.

The B-17’s appearance was part of “Heavy Bomber
Weekend,” a joint event presented by the Commemorative
Air Force (CAF) and the Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA) that ran from Friday, July 26, 2013 through Sunday,
July 28, 2013, the weekend before EAA AirVenture Oshkosh.
Accompanying the B-17 was the world’s only airworthy B-29
Superfortress, “FIFI,” along with a P-51 Mustang and the B-24
“Diamond Lil.” Other World War II aircraft, such as a C-45
Expeditor, SNJ-5, PT-26, PT-17 Stearman and T-6 Texan, were
also scheduled to make appearances during the weekend.

I had the opportunity to go for a ride in Aluminum
Overcast with several World War II veterans who had actually
served on B-17s during the war.

AIRCRAFT
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SERVICE, INC. (800) 3234130
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"A view of the Wisconsin capitol from the cockpit of Aluminum Overcast."
Greg Reigel Photo

Aluminum Overcast was
manufactured and delivered to the
military in 1945, too late to see
combat. Almost 40 years later, in 1983,
the aircraft was donated to EAA with
the caveat that it would be returned to
airworthy condition and flown, rather
than simply placed in a museum for
display. After extensive restoration,
the aircraft began touring the country
in 1994, giving the general public an
opportunity to take a flight back into
history...to experience what it was
like for the pilots and crew flying into
combat.

“Flying on the B-17 gave me an
appreciation for the training my uncle
had gone through, and what pilots
experienced in combar in the unfriendly
skies over Nazi-occupied Europe,” said
Jim O’Brien, a local businessman who
joined me on the same flight. “We owe a
debr of gratitude to these veterans.”

The B-17 was the primary aircraft

Memphis, TN.

used by the United States in Europe
during the bombing campaign against
Nazi Germany. Crewmembers flew
thousands of missions over Germany
and paid a high price. Flying at a
meager 150 mph, but as high as 20,000
feet, the large aircraft was a popular
enemy target for anti-artillery.

After receiving a pre-flight briefing
from our crew chief, we boarded the
polished aluminum aircraft on the east
ramp of Wisconsin Aviation at Dane
County Regional Airport.

The aircraft’s interior has been
meticulously restored to the condition
it was in when the aircraft entered
service. However, a brief visit to the
cockpit revealed, fortunately for the
crew, certain modern amenities, such as
GPS nav/coms that have eased the load
and provided a measure of safety the
wartime crews sorely lacked.

As we took our seats in various
locations within the aircraft, I found
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Airport Planning, Environmental,
Design, Construction, and
Surveying Services

S WP,

\ '.__I':.#:*'

bolton-menk-aviation.blogspet.com
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The flight crew included (L/R) Sam Bass, Atlanta, GA and Danny Bolin,

Greg Reigel Photo

myself at the radio operator’s station
just aft of the forward bomb bay. The
crew then started the engines and a
short taxi brought us to Runway 18.
When the B-17’s flight crew brought
the throttles forward to takeoff power,
I could feel the vibration and power
of the radial engines, and although

it was loud, it wasn’t as loud as I had
expected. Lumbering down the runway,
the airspeed increased and, as the tail
lifted off the runway, our flight crew
maintained runway heading without
deviation.

When we left the runway, the gear
came up and a shallow bank to the right
gave us a southwest departure with a
course directly over downtown Madison.
As we flew past the state capitol and
University of Wisconsin Camp Randall
Stadium, we could walk throughout
the aircraft, visiting the flight deck, the
bomb bays and the forward gunner's
position. Although it was a warm
day and I appreciated the breeze that
circulated through the aircraft, I can
only imagine how the crews suffered
through the inhospitable cold at altitude
during the war. Their insulated leather
flight suits were a necessity.

After an all-too-short flight that
lasted about 30 minutes, we returned
to the airport, landing on Runway
18, then taxied back to the Wisconsin
Aviation ramp.

The opportunity to ride in a B-17 so
gallant and pristine as EAAS Aluminum
Overcast was truly memorable. If
you ever get the chance, I strongly
encourage you to likewise take a flight
into the past! a



At Qur ArrorTS ~ NortH DAKOTA

Charting A Course To Accommodate North Dakota Aviation Growth

by Stephanie Ward

rowth. It’s something every
airport strives to achieve.
It can be measured in a

number of ways: the total number

of operations, the number of based
aircraft, the gallons of fuel sold, the
number of hours flown, or the number
of commercial service passengers. No
matter how you describe it, growth

is a significant issue for the State of
North Dakota right now. While it is
regarded as a good thing on the surface, it comes with a lot of
challenges. The State of North Dakota, along with a number
of airport sponsors, have been working hard to find resources
to address the growing demand for aviation infrastructure
such as additional runway length, improved terminal
buildings and aircraft hangars.

This growth is spurred by the continued development of
the Bakken Oil Field and all of the economic development
that comes with this industry. Entry-level jobs at Walmart
are paying $17 per hour. Workers are driving for hours to
reach the western side of the state since there isn't enough
housing for them close to their jobs. This demand has affected
nearly every aspect of life in the region, and communities are
struggling to meet the demands for services and infrastructure
— including airports.

Stephanie Ward

The airline terminal building at Williston, N.D. was
never built to handle 90,000 passengers a year.

Both commercial service and general aviation airports are
seeing extensive growth in passengers and operations. Overall,
the state has seen more than a 10% growth in the number of
passengers over 2012 levels and a nearly 192% increase over
2004 levels.

In addition to these commercial air service passengers,
there is also extensive growth in general aviation operations.
These levels of activity are taxing infrastructure that was
designed for a much lower level of use and causing significant

Sloulin Field International Airport in Wllliston, North Dakota, is saturated
with airplanes and enplanements.

growing pains for many airports.

As an example, in Williston (KISN) the current terminal
building was designed to accommodate approximately 6,000
passengers per year. They are currently processing more than
7,500 passengers per month. Ten years ago, Williston had an
annual passenger-boarding total of less than 4,500 people.
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Today, that number has skyrocketed to
more than 67,500 passengers through
the first nine months of 2013. It’s
hard to fathom such growth at a single
airport, not to mention the state as a
whole.

In response to these needs, the
North Dakota Aeronautics Commission
(NDAC) has begun an update to the
State Aviation System Plan. This new
document will identify specific system
needs and provide a roadmap for how
to achieve the needed improvements
to the overall system. Working with
Mead & Hunt, Inc., NDAC hopes
to complete the update by the end of
2014.

Not only will the North Dakota
State Aviation System Plan (NDSASP)
be used by NDAC, but it will also
be used by individual airports and
the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) as part of the planning efforts
for the national airspace system. The
updated study will utilize 2013 as the
baseline year for all study assessments.
The NDSASP will review the basic
premises of the existing NDSASD,
update the airport inventory data,
evaluate progress that has been made
since the previous 2007 plan, define
benchmarks/development needs for the
various airport classifications, identify
development strategies, evaluate the
approaches to the National Plan of
Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS)

ACTIVE DRILLING RIGS

Active oil drilling rigs in and around Williston,
North Dakota.

and non-NPIAS airports, review
impacts to the system, and develop
recommendations for the next 20 years.

A very important part of the update
is an airport manager survey that will be
distributed to every public-use airport
manager in the state. Completion of
the survey is an integral part of the data
collection effort and the responses will
be a key element in the subsequent
analysis and ultimate recommendations
for the updated system plan. Airport
managers are highly encouraged by
NDAC to complete the survey once
they receive it in December and return
it to Mead & Hunt who, along with
their teammate, Helms & Associates,
will be compiling the results.

Kyle Wanner, Aviation Planner
for NDAC, has noted that the data
collection effort for the study will be
very important since, in some instances,
the individual needs of the airports

have changed dramatically since 2007,
when the last system plan update was
completed.

NDAC is also interested in
comments from the general public
related to the system planning process
and project. Individuals will be able to
share comments on the project through
a project website that is currently
under development. Be sure to check
the NDAC webpage at http://www.
nd.gov/ndaero/ for a link to the system
plan website, expected to be launched
in early December 2013. Several public
meetings are planned for mid-2014,
which will afford the public further
opportunity to provide comments and
insight into the development of the
plan. Questions on the project should
be directed to Kyle Wanner with
NDAC (Kewanner@nd.gov or
701-328-9651) or me, Stephanie Ward
of Mead & Hunt (Stephanie.ward@
meadhunt.com or 517-321-8334).

EDITOR’S NOTE: Stephanie Ward,
AICP, is the project manager for the
North Dakota State Aviation System
Plan and is a Manager of Aviation
Planning with Mead & Hunt, Inc. Mead
& Hunt provides aviation consulting
services such as planning, engineering,
architecture, environmental planning,
construction administration and air
service consulting to airports and state
aviation agencies nationwide, and
has recently opened offices in both
Bismarck and Fargo, N.D. a

Mead & Hunt Meets Growing Demand In North Dakota

MADISON, WIS. — Mead & Hunt,
Inc. officially entered the North
Dakota aviation market, opening
offices in Fargo and Bismarck where
Jon Scraper and Jeff Klein will lead
aviation consulting services. Scraper
and Klein have more than 15 years
experience providing engineering
consulting services to general aviation
and commercial service airports across
North Dakota and Minnesota.

Mead & Hunt has a nationwide
network of aviation services
including engineering; airport, state

aviation system and environmental
planning; architecture; construction
administration; and air service
consulting.

Mead & Hunt’s entrance into North
Dakota was a direct response to the need
for infrastructure improvements in the
state due to the healthy North Dakota
economy as a result of the oil boom.

“We saw a need and knew we had
the expertise,” said Ron Engel, Vice
President and leader of Mead & Hunt’s
aviation group. “With our presence
throughout the Midwest, this expansion
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just made sense. We are thrilled to now
be a part of the North Dakota aviation
community.”

Mead & Hunt is also providing
transportation infrastructure services
in North Dakota and is looking to add
staff in this area.

Mead & Hunt has more than 25
offices nationwide in diverse markets.

For more information regarding
Mead & Hunt and goals for the North
Dakota office contact Ron Engel:
517-974-3308 or Ron.engel@
meadhunt.com. Q
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Fixed Base Operations Combine Forces
To Meet Inmediate & Future Aviation Needs of North Dakota

by Dave Weiman

WILLISTON, N.D. -
Aviation has not seen such

a surge in activity in the
Midwest since the “oil boom”
in North Dakota started over
the past decade, and Sloulin
Field International Airport
(KISN) in Williston, North
Dakota is doing its best to
keep up with air transportation
services with the establishment
of a new flight center.

Fargo Jet Center — North
Dakota’s largest fixed base
operator — has entered into
an agreement with Denver-
based Ross Aviation and
North Dakota-based Overland Aviation
to expand services by purchasing
the assets of Overland Aviation. The
new operation is called Williston Jet
Center. Tanner Overland has been
named manager of the new operation.
Experienced personnel from both
Fargo and Denver operations have been
summoned to assist in the transition.
Aircraft maintenance and air taxi
charter services will be provided in
cooperation with Fargo Jet Center.

Plans are underway to improve
the current facilities to accommodate
the growth, while anticipating that
a new airport may be built further
from the city within the next 5 years
pending federal funding, planning and
anticipated future demand.

Meanwhile, a huge demand exists
now, and the infrastructure of the city is
drastically changing with new highways,
increased housing and expanded
services.

People in search of good paying jobs
nationwide have migrated to Williston
to fill all levels of employment. As
a result, a lot of people have found
temporary housing and are working
long shifts and commuting to their

Williston Jet Center Staff.

homes every couple of weeks or months
via all modes of transportation.

Hotels have been contracted by
the oil industry and room rates have
skyrocketed. The oil companies have
built residential camps, and trailer
parks are springing up everywhere.
Townhouses are also being built as
fast as possible. City, county and state
officials have been hard pressed to meet
the immediate needs of the community,
and planning has been challenging.

Williston is the county
seat of Williams County,
North Dakota, with a
population of 14,716 in
2010, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau. CNN
reported that as of March
2013, the population grew
to 26,677 — a one-year
growth of 9.3 percent. By
2017, North Dakota State
University research estimates
that the population will grow
to 44,000.

Sloulin Field
International Airport,
which covers 740 acres at an
elevation of 1,982 feet MSL,
is located in the city and only
2 nautical miles north of Williston’s
central business district. The airport
is included in the National Plan of
Integrated Airport Systems for 2011—
2015, which categorized it as a primary
commercial service facility.

The airport is mostly used for
general aviation, but is also served by
Great Lakes Airlines, United Express,
and Delta Connection. Customs service
is available for aircraft arriving from
Canada and other countries. Q
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Merrill Holds Ribbon Gutting For Airport Improvements

A new parallel taxiway for Runway 7/26 at Merrill Municipal Airport,
Merrill, Wisconsin.

MERRILL, WIS. — The City of
Merrill, Wisconsin, the Merrill Airport
Commission and Merrill Chamber
of Commerce held a ribbon cutting
ceremony July 23 for the extensive ($4
million) improvements to the Merrill
Municipal Airport. Invited guests,
the media and some general public
attended.

Planning for this project started
in 2003 with a target date of 2006
for completion. The original start-up
money came from an Earmark Grant
from Congressman David Obey. After
many delays caused by environmental
issues, budget cuts from the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) and
the weather, the project finally got

underway in 2011. That year the Merrill
Airport put in the new fuel system
(100LL and Jet A), did most of the
excavation and paved from the present
terminal area to the new fuel system.

In 2012, very little was
accomplished because of delays
in funding. In 2013, the “2006
Project” was finished and the main
improvements to the airport are as
follows:

(1) Parallel Taxiway for Runway
7/25: This improvement made the
airport much safer. Aircraft can now get
off the runway right after they land and
do not have to back taxi while other
aircraft are trying to land. Departing
aircraft can also now be ready to taxi

T Timmerman AlrporhM||wuukee- A
— . WWW.FLY
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New self-service fuel system for 100LL and Jet A.

into position for takeoff without
conflicting with other aircraft using the
runway.

(2) A new aircraft-parking ramp:
The new aircraft-parking ramp includes
space for a new terminal building, a
new fixed base operation (FBO) hangar,
and the new fuel system.

(3) Development of a new hangar
area: The Merrill Municipal Airport
had no more space to build new
hangars on the airport without this new
area. The airport now has room for two
large corporate hangars and six private
hangars, and space for an airport-owned
t-hangar, which can store eight aircraft.
Also included was the infrastructure
work for another area that can hold two
more corporate hangars and 16 private
hangars.

(4) New AvGas (100LL) and Jet A
fuel storage tanks: The storage tank for
avgas was over 30 years old and needed
many upgrades to comply with new
regulations. The airport commission
realized to spend that kind of money
on a 30-year-old system was not wise.
The Merrill Municipal Airport also
had no Jet A storage and no space at
the old terminal to legally install one.
The airport now has new state-of-the-
art avgas and Jet A storage tanks in the
new area. These new tanks are fiberglass
and include the latest technology leak



detection systems available. This fuel
system will serve the Merrill Airport for
the next 40 years. Also installed was a
self-serve credit card system that makes
fueling very convenient for all users of
the airport.

(5) A new vehicle parking area:

A new car parking area for the future
terminal building and other hangars
and buildings that will go up in the
area.

(6) New Utilities: Sewer and water,
electrical and gas were brought into the
new area for all future construction.

(7) Fencing and Gates: New
fencing and gates were put in for
security and access to the new area.

This project was funded with the
vast majority of the money coming
from the FAA, some funding from
the Wisconsin Bureau of Aeronautics

(BOA), and some from the City of
Merrill. The split on some of the
project was 95% FAA, 2.5% BOA and
2.5% from the city. This last portion in
2013 was 90% FAA, 5% BOA and 5%
city.

Although tax dollars were used for
some of the city’s share, a good portion
came from another source. A large
amount of crushed rock that the City of
Merrill Street Department had collected
and stored on the airport for years was
used for the base for the taxiways and
ramps. The city was reimbursed for
this and that money was used for the
city’s share of the 2013 portion of this
project. That $70,000 produced $1.6
million of FAA and BOA money that
was used to complete this project.

Also dirt was moved from one
portion of the airport to other areas for

the project where fill was needed. By
not having to buy fill and trucking it
to the airport, the cost of the project
was lowered, allowing the airport
commission to get more done with the
FAA and BOA money.

Over the last few years over $4
million worth of improvements were
done to Merrill Municipal Airport.
With these and other improvements
done from 2003 to 2006 (lengthening
Runway 7/25 to 5,100 feet, resurfacing
original portions of Runway 7/25,
fencing the entire airport, bringing
sewer and water to the present airport
area, and re-surfacing ramp areas and
taxiways), Merrill Municipal Airport
has taken giant steps to be ready to
serve the City of Merrill and to help
with the city’s economic growth over

the next 30 years and beyond. Q

Mitchell Airport Extends Streak As Low-Fare Leader

MILWAUKEE, WIS. (November 12,
2013) — Even us GA pilots have to
take the airlines from time to time,
and when we do, Milwaukee County’s
General Mitchell International

Airport (MKE) fares remain a bargain
compared to the nation’s average fares
and those of Chicago’s O’Hare Airport.

“According to newly-released DOT
statistics for the second quarter of
2013, average air fares in Milwaukee
are $26 below the national average and
$37 less than O’Hare. There are good
deals to be had at Mitchell,” Milwaukee
County Executive Chris Abele said.
“Our average fares have been lower than
O’Hare'’s for six years now.”

Mitchell Airport is the only airport
in Wisconsin or Illinois with service
from all of the major domestic carriers.
Mitchell’s lower fares, combined with
its ease of use and lower parking costs,
continue to draw passengers from
throughout northern Illinois.

MKE features nonstop service to 36
destinations coast-to-coast, including
Boston, New York, Seattle, Los Angeles,

San Francisco, and Washington, D.C.
Southwest is the largest carrier there,
and its flights can only be found at
Southwest.com. MKE is also served by
Delta, United, US Airways, American,
AirTran, Frontier, and Air Canada.
International charter service is available
via Funjet Vacations and Apple
Vacations to six destinations in Mexico
and the Caribbean.

Barry Bateman — a general aviation

pilot, himself — is airport director
overseeing both Milwaukee General
Mitchell International Airport and
Timmerman Airport. Signature
Flight Support serves general
aviation at Mitchell International,
and Gran-Aire, Inc. serves general
aviation at Timmerman. In addition,
Cessna Aircraft Company has a
Citation Service Center at Mitchell
International. Q
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LEGISLATION

42-Year-0ld Flying Club Adds Piper To Fleet

by Woody Minar

OSCEOQOLA, WIS. — The Wild
River Flying Club in Osceola,
Wisconsin (KOEO) recently
upgraded its fleet to include a
1973 Piper Cherokee Six-300
to complement the club’s
Cessna 182, Cessna 172, and
Citabria 7ECA. The club’s
Citabria was one of the last
aircraft to roll off the assembly
line when they were built in
Osceola.

Wild River Flying Club
was founded in 1971 as the
“Mouseketeers” by several
local pilots on a Saturday
morning over breakfast in Dresser, Wisconsin. At the time,
the club owned just one airplane and one hangar. Over the

Wild River Flying Club Cherokee Six

years as the club’s membership
and fleet grew, the club
incorporated and renamed
itself the “Wild River Flying
Club.” Today, the club has
four airplanes in two side-by-
side hangars, a 2000-gallon
fuel system, and 31 members
(www. WildRiverFlyingClub.
com).
EDITOR’S NOTE:

Woody Minar is the
Chief Flight Instructor with
the Red Wing Soaring
Association, a Master Flight
Instructor, and FAASTeam
Lead Representative. The
Minneapolis FAA Flight
Standards District Office
named Minar “Flight Instructor of the Year” in 2009 and 2012

(woody.Minar@CenturyTel.net). Q

Wisconsin Senate Passes Amendment To Recreational Use Statute To Include Private Airports....
Amendment Now Goes To State Assembly

MADISON, WIS. — The Wisconsin Senate approved a
measure November 12, 2013 that will provide liability
protection for owners of private airports, which are used for
recreational purposes. Senate Bill 321 includes “recreational
aviation” in Wisconsin's Recreational-Use Statute (RUS).
The current statute provides liability protection for private
landowners when the public uses their land for recreational
purposes, such as for snowmobiling, skiing, and hiking, but
aviation activities are not currently specified.

The bill was approved by the Senate Judiciary and Labor
Committee on October 25, 2013 by a vote of 3-2. It now goes
to the Wisconsin Assembly.

The chief sponsor of Senate Bill 321 was Sen. Joseph
Leibham (R), who led the legislative effort at the urging of
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Wisconsin pilot Don Kiel, Recreational Aviation Foundation
Wisconsin liaison Charles Aldrian, the Aircraft Owners

& Pilots Association (AOPA), and some members of the
Wisconsin Aviation Trades Association (WATA).

All 50 states have a Recreational-Use Statute. The RUS
is sometimes called the “Good Guy Law,” which could be
summed up by saying that a landowner has no liability if he
allows someone to use his land without charge, and doesn’t
overtly create a hazard.

In part because of the absence of this protection, some
private airport owners have been reluctant to allow other
pilots to use their airports, and have requested that the FAA
not publish the location of their airports on aeronautical
charts. In an emergency, especially, being able to locate a
private airport may mean the difference between life and
death.

The proposed amendment in Wisconsin is in line
with changes to Recreational-Use Statutes in other states
throughout the country, and important to the 417 private
airport owners in Wisconsin.

If this legislation is passed, Wisconsin will join 16 other
states, which have already amended their Recreational-Use
Statutes to include recreational aviation including Midwest
states Minnesota, South Dakota and parts of Nebraska.

The following link to an article published in Midwest Flyer
Magazine details the importance of this legislation:
http://www.midwestflyer.com/?p=5066. Q



Jim Morris Photos

WASHINGTON ISLAND, WIS.
— Off the tip of the Door County
Peninsula in northeast Wisconsin
is Washington Island, a romantic,

historical destination, where once each
year, the local Lions Club hosts a fish
boil fly-in. The 60th Annual Fly-In Fish
Boil was held July 20, 2013, with 150

Fry-Ins & Fry-Outs

aircraft flying in. Some 700 Ibs of Door
County Whitefish and 500 hotdogs
were served to 600 people. The 2014
fly-in will be held July 19. Q

Middleton EAA Chapter Hosts Annual Fly-In

Dave Weiman Photo

MIDDLETON, WIS. — Chapter

1389 of the Experimental Aircraft
Association, sponsored its annual fly-in
breakfast July 14, 2013 at Middleton
Municipal Airport — Morey Field in
Middleton, Wisconsin. The event
actracted homebuilts, warbirds, vintage
aircraft, conventional aircraft and a
medical flight helicopter from the
University of Wisconsin Hospital.
Several hundred breakfasts were served,
airplanes rides were given, as were
introductory flight lessons by Morey
Airplane Company. Every aircraft on
the flightline was a showpiece to the
people who attended, and every aircraft
that landed and took off was an air
show in itself. a
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Promoting|GAVALTREMasonAvation Day(Elyan

by Vickie Vandenbelt

MASON, MICH. — Mason Jewett Field (TEW) is a
wonderful general aviation airport in mid-Michigan, located
15 miles south of the state capitol in Lansing. The 4000 foot
paved runway and self-serve 100LL at a (usually) competitive
price, attracts aviators from across the state and beyond.
Mason Jewett is also the home of EAA Chapter 55. With
over 100 members, the chapter is very active promoting all
facets of aviation. The chapter hosts its Dawn Patrol Pancake
Breakfast in June, plus Young Eagles rallies in June, July and

August. But the chapter’s most anticipated event is the Mason
Aviation Day Fly-In.

In days gone by, the chapter hosted an air show and would
host a B-17 Flying Fortress or B-25 Mitchell Bomber from
the Yankee Air Force Museum. In recent years, however, the
chapter has down-sized to host only a pancake breakfast and
grilled steak lunch and it has worked well.

This year, August 17, 2013, dawned beautiful, clear skies.
Volunteers arrived about 6:30 am ready to work. The planes
and cars started arriving shortly thereafter.

In total, 90 aircraft flew in and 850 people were served.
People were coming and going throughout the day.

Two Cessnas, a helicopter, and a Stearman biplane sold
rides.

Announcer, Dan Schiffer, was busy all day informing
actendees about aviation, and describing aircraft over the
public address system.

Local Boy Scout troops assisted with auto parking and
cafeteria duties. The Civil Air Patrol assisted field security
volunteers.

The chapter’s mission is to grow participation in aviation,
by inspiring people to fly, build, volunteer and outreach to
promote aviation. There's no better way to do this than to
invite the general public and members of youth organizations
to the airport to see the planes and talk to pilots, and the
fly-in accomplished this. a

The 10th Annual Flying Cloud Air Tour

by Ben McQuillan

EDEN PRAIRIE, MINN. — This year 25 airplanes from all
over the Twin Cities descended upon Flying Cloud Airport
in Eden Prairie, Minnesota, for the annual “Flying Cloud Air
Tour,” September 14, 2013. It was the best-attended fly-out in
Minnesota since it began a decade ago.

The air tour started in 2004 with one thing in mind;
fun! The group looks for great places to fly to within a short
flight of the Twin Cities metro for flying and socializing. It’s
a perfect opportunity to get to know other pilots and see new
flying destinations.
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Jon Aiton of the Rangers Flying Club in their Cardinal RG.

The morning started with a 45-minute presentation to
establish the rules of the day while calling on the experience
and thoughts of each pilot. Participants covered everything
from weather to air-to-air photo operations, and when the
meeting concluded, every pilot was ready to hit the throttle.

James Bungert of South Saint Paul led the way this year in
his classy Cessna 172 fastback with his son and daughter as
navigators.

Weather is always the concern and the group has
conservative minimums as this whole thing is supposed to be
fun.



Within 40 minutes after departure, the speed demons of
the group, Rob and Shar Hardcopf, were on final approach
to the first stop at East Gull Lake, Minn. (9Y2). By contrast,
Pete Gabrail was setting the scenic pace in his semi-stealth
Ercoupe in a leisurely 1 hour 10 minutes. After the first 10
airplanes had landed, the pattern was starting to get ugly.

Ben Thuringer and Dan Trout of Madden’s Resort on East
Gull Lake rolled out the red carpet to welcome the group with
a wonderful venue for a driving range contest. If you're ever
near central Minnesota, this is a great place to stop in, play
the range or a full round, and catch a ride to one of Madden’s
great restaurants.

After tearing up the driving range (literally), the group was
off to Longyville, Minn. (KXVG) for lunch. As if the prospect
of a crosswind landing in front of 50 fellow pilots isn’t
intimidating enough, Steve Shallbetter and his group of local
pilots had set up a spot-landing contest on Runway 13.

The folks at Longyville were the perfect GA stewards,
parking all planes and giving rides into town. Patrick’s Fine
Dining on Girl Lake hosted lunch and suffered all of the
awful pilot jokes as a result. They're just a quick 10-minute
walk from the airport if the courtesy car is out, even quicker if
you park your seaplane right at their dock.

The final leg home took the group just ahead of some rain
showers and made them feel like real “working” pilots. The
words “deviating left of course” could even be heard over the
radio at some point.

Another terrific year behind them and they are already
planning for next year.

For more information on the Flying Cloud Air Tour, check
out the air tour page at www.inflightpilottraining.com,
or email benmeg@msn.com. There’s no cost to join and all
planes qualify to participate. a

Kansas Inducts James Into Aviation Hall of Fame

WICHITA, KAN. — The Kansas
Aviation Museum inducted Joyce
Case James into the Kansas Aviation
Hall of Fame November 14, 2013 at
The Cotillion in Wichita, Kan.

James became the first woman in
Kansas to earn her airline transport
pilot certificate.

James began flying aerobatics in
a Great Lakes trainer, and won the
Women’s National Championship in
1960 and 1965.

In 1960, she delivered airplanes
for Beech Aircraft, demonstrated

Joyce Case James

Russ Meyer To Receive Wichita Aero Glub Trophy

WICHITA, KAN. — The
Wichita Aero Club has
announced that the fourth
annual Wichita Aero Club
(WAC) Trophy will be

presented to former Cessna

Aircraft Company Chairman
Russell W. Meyer, Jr. The
Wichita Aero Club will present
its award at the annual Trophy
Gala at the Doubletree Hotel
by Hilton at Wichita Airport
the evening of Saturday,
January 25, 2014. Q

Russell Meyer

PeorLE IN THE NEws ~ Kansas

airplanes for Cessna in 1961, and in 1962, she returned to
Beech Aircraft to develop the Beech Aero Club program and
became the first woman to become a production test pilot.
James later became principal operations inspector at the
FAA’s Wichita Flight Standards District Office. She now lives
in Texas. d
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Rosemary Leone of Phillips 66 Aviation...
Pilot, Air Racer, Business Person

Rosemary Leone

t one time, to be in aviation meant that you had to
Aknow how to fly, but not any more, especially in the

airline industry. Even many air traffic controllers
who are advising pilots on how fast they need to be on final
approach, do not know what it is like being in the cockpit.
Such is not the case for the Director of Aviation Programs
at Phillips 66 Aviation, Rosemary Leone of Collinsville,
Oklahoma. Leone is an active pilot. She has owned airplanes
and her own flight school, and participated in cross-country
air races.

“I placed in the top 10 in four Air Race Classics (4th in
2000, 2nd in 1999, 6th in 1994, 3rd in 1992) and in various
[lli-Nines Air Derbys and the Great Southern Air Race,” says
Leone.

The Air Race Classic is a 2500 nm course with eight legs
across the United States; the Great Southern Air Race covers
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the Southeast United States into the Bahamas; and the Illi-
Nines Air Derby was in Illinois.

Leone raced with Linda Schumm, who she met when they
both worked at IBM in Peoria, Illinois. Leone and Schumm
co-owned several airplanes together, and operated a flight
school in Peoria called “Legacy Aviation.”

“I actually bought half of a 1969 Cessna 172 with Linda
before I had my license,